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it be not nee “ded. 
$15,000,000 for the building of gunboats if the ex- 
izencies of the country shall re quire them. Dos 
not my friend, the ‘*Hamilchar”’ of Illinois (Mr. 
Lovegoy, | who told us that he was going to ‘swear 
his **Hannibal’’ toeternal hatred of England, know 
that England is busy in all her dockyards and ship- 
yards building vessels available, if not intended, 
to assail our wide ly extended and badly defe nded 
sea-coast. Our treaties bind us against having more 
than a limited naval force on our lakes—one ves- 
sel and one gun to each lake, I believe; butthey do 
not bind Enel and not to line our coast with fleets 
of gunboats and war steamers to be thrown upon 
the lakes through the Montreal canals. 

It was but last night that I received a letter 
from a distinguished friend, now in England, say- 
ing, **do not deceive yourselves. ‘The governing 
classes of England, with Palmerston at their he ad, 
are W illing if notanxious to goto warw ith you. 
And the one power which we can create to resist 
them, is just the power to the creation of which 
these $15,000,000 are to be set apart; and I am, 
therefore, large as the sum is, in favor of putting 
it at the disposal of the Secretary of the Navy for 
this purpose. 

Sir, the integrity of the Secret tary of the Navy, 
his administrative ability, and the ene rey of the 
Department need no vindication; and if they did, 
it would be found in the f 

Morgan is associated with his on every lip which 
seeks to assail him or his Department, as it marks 
the only assailable instance that can be discovered 
in the present Se cretary’s administration of the 
suddenly expanded afiairs of his Department. 
With all the scrutiny and searching investigations 
we are so properly making to detect corruption 
ra imbecility in the De partments, L believe that 
but this one questionable instance can be traced 
to the Navy Departnient. 

Now, with sucha De »~partment to confide the mat- 

er to, and with such a possible exigency demand- 
ing the construction cf additional naval power, 
Ido not see how gentlemen can hesitate about 
making this appropriation. I shall sustain it. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1am free to say that I was re- 


joiced when the honorable chairman of Naval 


It is simply a setting apart of 


| andabright list of heroic names 


“ships, whether sailing or a armed with their 
twe oe forty-eight pounder 
are no match for the a yh ane , lol g-ren ‘hing 
modern gunboat, with her eleven inch ll trav- 
erse guns. 

Sir, | am satisfied 
$15,000,000, the iner d ac tivity of our ship- 
y: rds const quent thereon, and th® launching of 
one hundred and fifty such war ships as I hav 
describe d, added to a twenty armored ships of 
larger powe ry and the sudden equipment of thi 
Navy that already, at Port Royal and Roanoke, 
is reviving the memories of 1814, will 
ground for serious thought and cogitati 
eruff old bull-dog who has been snarli 
ping at us during this rebellion. The naval mind 
of England will hesitate before she invites the 
humiliations so sure to follow a contest with a 
young and powerful competitor. She will remem- 
ber that in our last war she laughed to scorn the 
idea of a contest with her thousand ships. She 
scouted our Navy, and spoke playfully or deri- 
sively of our ‘ fir-built frigates.’’ Her Javas, 
Guerrieres, Macedonians, Peacocks, &c., struck 
to the gallant Decatur, Jones, Bainbridge, Biddle, 
3, who knoe ked the 


that this appropriation of 


furnish 
yn to the 
cand snap- 


|| gilt-work off their dandy ships, and the conceit 


Affairs reported the amendment appropris ating | 


$15,000,000 to the building and equipment of these 
additional war vessels, and I was better satisfied 
when the Secretary of the Navy de soribe d them 
as to be of light draught, swift steamers, and to be 


armed by a few guns of. the largest caliber, thus | 
forming the most effective war vessel, in my opin- | 


ion. Sometime ago the fashion ran in the direction 
of the largest sized men-of-war. 
decker, with her hundred or more guns, floated 
the terror of the seas; 


And the three- | 


fact that the name of || 


but the introduction of the || 


heavy Dahlgren, and eleven, twelve, or thirteen- | 


inch shell guns, throwing shells.of that size laden 
with fire and destruction to the largest ship, has 


led naval oe to question the wisdom of the old | 


many-decked, wali-sided, leviathans of the deep, 


and the y look now to the low single-decked ves- | 


sel to avoid this terrible fire by exposure of little 


surface, or by iron and steel armor to shield them- || 


selves from ‘the effects of the shells; and I have 


no doubt that further experi lence will confirm the 


wisdom of the Secre tary ’s recommendation to in- 


crease the numberof truly formidable vessels, such | 
as we are now launching from our navy- -yards, 


and entitled gunboats , ships of one thousand tons, 
high-speeded propellers, or side-wheel steamers, 
with limited crews, and armed with five or six 
guns, whose shot will batter the ribs of the War- 


rior or Black Prince in spite of her four and a half 


inch armor. 


A short time since, at the launching of one of 


these gunboats, and viewing her truly formidable 


armame ut, I inquired of a naval officer his opinion 
as to her es ‘pacity to meeta certain fifty -eight gun 
frigate » that hi ad, in thre atening style and parade, 

ft the docks of England for our coast. He re- 

ued that, ** with that gunboat, thus armed, he 
would blow her out of water.’? And Ido not re- 
gard this as an idle boast; for I believe the old- 


out of their stupid he ads. John sought a reason, 
and ever since has stood ready to argue the point 
with us. Labored arguments were made on our 
cheating them in the rating of our ships, or in the 
superior weight of metal, or, as the Times has re- 
viewed the argument, that our ships had a por- 
tion of English sailors to handle the ship and serve 
the guns. Poor did they forget that their 
whole crew was of English breed, and that they 
might have been worse whipped had our cre Ws 
been entirely of Yankee blood. 

Permit me to prophecy that if England, in her 
greed of cotton or lust of power rushes into a war 
with this country, she will be put more to her 
** wits end’’ to account for the result than she was 
when she grappled with our infant Navy in 1812. 
In our great commercial marine we have the sure 
foundation of naval supremacy, and our ficet of 
whale ships is the best naval school in the world; 
while the in of the western gunboats right 
up to the fire of Port Henry shows that the fresh 
water sai lor, so often laughed at, has the stuff in 
him of which heroes are made. We have in plenty 
what France and Russia need to make them first 
class naval Powers—trained sailors. Give us the 
ships and the guns, and these boys will take right 
rood care of the honor of the Stars an id s 
To the honor of the American sailor be: it 
they have never allowed our ni 
struck in dishonor. 

England respects force, and only force, and itis 
with force I would confront her. I vote these 
millions, and other millions as the Department 
may need them, to put downthis rebellion, as well 
as to enforce the respect of that people and Gov- 
ernment who have, by dismemberment, sought 
the destruction of our Union and national exist- 
ence, 

So far as England is 
prepare for the worst. 


fools: 


nosing 


triy es. 
I 
said 


ition’s flag to be 


concerned, it is wise to 
Avoiding all just cause of 


| war by dealing justly and temperately with her 


fashioned Nelsonian fifty and seventy-four gun- | 


O83 


selfishness and greed, let us move onward to sub- 
Je -cting this rebellion to the dominion of the Con- 

titution and the laws; and if England presumes 
to interfere by but the laying of a finger on the 
cause of quarrel, then let us invite her to the death- 
lock—a war for existence and the dominion of the 
seas. 

Sir, this same England vastly estimates her mil- 
itary power for mischief against us, save in a mo- 
ment such as the present, when our energies are 
directed against an internal foe; but even now I 
am satisfred that her hostility and open enmity 
are less to be apprehended than her once 


g 
= greedy friendship. Nations have been ruined 
»y her traders more effectually than by her sol- 
diers. Her yard-sticks are more to be dreaded 


than her bayonets. A wisely-adapted tariff has 
or will relieve us of the former danger. The 
passage of the present appropriation will go far to 


shield us from the last. Therefor 
recommendation of the honorable 
nently wise and well timed, I 
with an earnest hope 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


men from 


I hold t { hat the 
Secretary isem 
shall vote for tt 
that it will become a law. 
If the remarks of the gentle- 
Pennsylvania (Messrs. Keiiry and 
Davis] be taken as an indie ation of the intended 
use of these gunboats, to wit, to defend the United 
States against the hostility of England, I would 
vote $15,000,000, or twice that sum; but I do 
not think that such is the purpose when it is re- 
membered that we gave up our 
demand of England, and made 
sinking blockading stone vessi why 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. Mr. Speaker, [have 
no doubt that at the proper time thjs House will 
vote the appropriations asked for by*the chairman 
on the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Navy; but I ask the House whether this matter 
is not brought up in an unusual and improper way. 
Heretofore, when we have been asked to vote ad- 
ditions to our Navy, the proposition has come to 
us in the shape of bills which disclosed the mag- 
nitude and character of the additions required by 
the Department. A bill was re ported at this ses- 
sion in which was designated the extent and char 
acter of the addition contemplated and required. 
Now, I submit to the distinguished gentleman 
from New York and to the House whether it is 
not a dangerous mode of adding to the naval, « 
any other force of the United States, by introdu 
cing the proposition, as has been well said by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hotman,] in the 
shape of an unqualified and undefined appropria- 
tion of money. If that committee will rep ort to 
this House a bill providing the number, charac- 
ter, cost, and the place of service of these addi- 
tions to the Navy, I have no doubt that the House 
will vote it in consideration of the distineuished 
service that the Navy has rendered to the country 
in our recent victories. The gentleman will re- 
member that we have a large interest, local in its 
character, it may be, but also ofa nations ul char 
in the we stern river: We would like to 
know how many of these lied are to be built 
there? We would like to know whether they are 
to be iron-clad or not? What will be their drau 
Where will they be constructed, and where will 
they be located? Under whose directions will they 
C All these things, ye I conceive 
to be legitimate subjects of inquiry by the House 
of Representatives. 1 hope that the genth 


captives on the 
1 apology for 


acter, 


be constructed ? 


man 
will allow us the privilege to pass upon them, as 
I deem that to be the richt of the House. We 
want to know where they will be placed? We 


want especially to know the character of the 
posed gunboats? We may not be as abie to judge 
is the Secretary of the Navy, but still it 1s our 
right to judge in the best way that we can. I do 
not think that anything will be lost by the delay 
of having this question cons sidered by the 


pro- 


com 
mittee, and re ported in the shape of a bill. Ido 
not think that any injury willresult to the coun- 


try. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, the amend 
ment proposed by the eentleman from New York 
the distinguished chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, is of the first moment at this time. 
I desire to say a few words in relation to it, not 
that I can add to the information already before 
the committee, but I wish to express my 
views on the sub) t. F 

It will be admitted that our Nav y 18 ine idk que ite 
o the wants of "the country, when we 
our vast commercial marine, 
with its sail: 


’ 


own 


‘ 


consid r 
white ning every sea 


3, Our long coast line on two oceans, 


and upon the Gulf; our hundreds of bays, rivers, 
nd harbors, as well as our northern lakes, great 
inland seas in themselves. For, notwithstanding 


the sneers of a foreign press, a 
rebels, [ insist that we are now, 


+ | all ¢] ‘ 


id the ravings of 


and will continue 


to be, In all that constitutes true greatness and 
itional might, the first Power of the earth. 
B it, Sir, there are other reasons why our Navy 


sh vuld be increase d. Thee x 
demand it. We 


our hands, 


ivencies of the time 
have a formidable rebellion on 
ind although its proportions are rap- 





diy waning, ugh every ! r brings us news 
of the triur 1 of our arms, yet Wwe may reason- 
} f ! I iting beltlore int bre riyt 
t | ( rminat n We il tencd 
1foreign WV It may ver come I trust 

may never visit us, but if itd I want to be 
ready for it Eeneland is not satisfied with the re- 
sult of the Trent affair. It was a mere pretext 
on het part, and her } lousy and HOSULITY may 
ek som r cau ( or q ari . In justice Lo 


) 
: ' 
f England, | will say they do not, in 


my judgment, seek to quarre] with us, but a hos- 
mini y and thie iistocracy of Ey eland do. 
Glorious as our Navy js, sull, in comparison with 
e navies of England and France it is 
lye ¢ Cient 
‘The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
om New York contemplates an increase of the 
Navy by the addition of a number of gunboats 
Phere is no better time to make the increase than 
e pt nt. Our navy-yards are filled w th skill- 


ful mechanics and material; we have all the ne- 


cessary machinery; and if we fail how to prepare 


Lhe necessary me ans of defense, we will be faith- 
less ¢ irdians of thie publie weal, Not amoment 
should be lost What the next Atlantic steamer 
may brine of weal or wo > wi know not. But 
we do know, that the | tway to avert a for- 

eign war is to be well prepared for it. 
Lhe act for the construction of twenty iron-clad 
steamers became a law this day. They will re- 
quire time in the construction, and will draw more 


than the gunboats contemplated by the 


imendment before the committee. But the gun- 
, as has been abundantly shown within the 
w weeks, are the most formidable naval 

ri ires we can piace upon oul waters, Th 7 
ire qui equal to the task of 1 ducing land fort- 
ficat is. Boats which, figdting within three hun- 
lred yards of the heavy armamentof Fort Henry, 
receiving one hundred and twenty-eight pound 

lls without material injury, can accomplish any- 
| r know » naval warfare. We are all proud 

hur funvo ts and ur Paiiant ¢ ti ers und MiO- 
us tars now, and well we may be. They car- 
ried the old flag through the fire of Fort Henry 

{ Port Royal and Roanoke island, gloriously. 
‘ it »and y Li men, weeping women and 
mudens Saw it bul y sterday, in ‘Tennessee and 
nA l na, and bies d God that th Y saw the 
] f their ¢ untry once more, ; 

We want more of th oats, and want them 
immediately , Hot only on our A lantic coa t, but 
pon our we tern waters 

But it has been said by those who oppose the 
amendment that this measure has not been prop- 
erly considered in the Naval Committee. Ireply 
that the bill m iking the appropriations for the 
naval service is now be fore the House; and if this 
amendment is not ingrafted on tl he bill, it may f il 
alt her. W it ¢ nsideration is necessary if 
we Imit the fact that an increase of our naval 


re is 1 ssaryr Ihe details must be left to 
' 
t 


the N D t We never insert them in 
the b) 

But the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hoiman] 

ys there is no limit to this appropriation; that 
the whole $15,000,000 may be expended whether 
n essary or not, Pir, s mething must | left-to 
the Seeretary of the Navy. That bureau must 
see that the fund Ss properly xpend d, and that 


no more shall be expended than may be necessary 
» meet the exigencies of the times in that direc- 


mn. In a | human affairs we are ovlige 1 to trust 
ynebody. Here we place our trust in those who 
at the head of the Navy, as we do in oll ap- 
ypriations for naval purposes, It isthe d ity of 
Secretary to see that proper and well-guarded 
yntracts are entered into for the construction of 


the contemplated vessels with the lowest and best 
dd rs, ai d with reasonable s« oe l do not 
e how we caninan appropriation bill throw un- 
ial and unnecessary forms argund this amend- 
ent. Gen aa laws regulate z action of the 
D partmentsin matters of this kind. If we attempt 
,wewtlloniy defeat the ob ye ctaimed atin ms iking 
contemplated appropriation. We want the 
vessels—wantthem to sustain the Governm«: nt, to 
preserve the nation, to protect the Union athome, 
and repel invasion from without. Let us have 
them. 
Mr. RICE, of Maine. I protest, Mr. Spe “aker, 
against being put in a false posit ion and held up 
as being opposed to necessary appropriations for 


THE CONGRESSION 


In the Committee of fthe Ww ale 


on the state of the Union, 1 voted for the appro- 
priatio , believing that it had en in accordance 
with the request of the Secretary of the Navy, 


considered by the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
It appears now that that committee have not con- 
sidered it. I havea high respect for the chair- 
man of that committee; but we do not know thal 
other members of that committee are not opposed 
to this proposition. No gentleman has more con- 
fidence in the Navy Department than I have. I 
elory in the deeds of our gallant ts irs and soldiers. 
I sce in their acts the dawn of peace for the coun- 
try. IL rejoice in their victories. I am willing, 
sir, to vote affy amount of money for the Navy 
where the question - is been properly considers d 
und re ported on byt committee of this House. 
We ought to stand he re and carefully examine all 


of these acts. But this amendment is here with- 


ut any report from the Committee on Naval Af- | 


fairs. Iam not in opposition to the Secretary of 
the Navy. I have great re spect for him, and I 
have confidence in his hon sty and integrity. I 
think that the Department is ¢ onducted with skill 
and efficiency; but Il only oppose this amendment 
for the reason that the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs have an opportunity, in compliance with the 
request of the Si cretary, to examine it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Is there any member of the 


Committee on Naval Affairs opposed to it? If 


not, | do not see Vy Line House should refuse to 
pass it. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. In answer to the sugges- 
tions which have been made by two or thre egen- 
tlemen, in regard to bringing this bill before the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, I have to say, that 
in the Congress preceding this the qu estion was 
raised between the Military Committee, I think, 
and the Committee of Waysand Means, as to the 
propriety of submitting these bills to the different 
committees of the House—for instance, the Army 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, the 
navalap propriation bill to the » Naval Committee— 
and th House determined, after due consider ation 
of the subject, that they should all go to the Com- 
mitter pe W ays and Mi uns. And the practic e of 
the House since that time has been to send all the 
appropriation bills to that committee; and they 
are not referred, and no gentleman has asked their 
reference since, to the several committees to which 
they would seem more properly to belong. 

k’or this reason, this bill never has been before 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, at all, and it is 
tin accordance with the usage of the House 
that it should go there oe consideration; and 
Lpere a this amendme nt, suggeste d by the Nav y 
Department, is sent to 7% chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, not with a view to call 
the attention of the House to it, but to offer an 
amendment to the bill coming from another com- 
mittee of the oman. No gentleman upon that 
committee, however, has objected to this appro- 
priation; and I say this in exp Nlanation of my 
course, and I hope it will remove the difficulty 
existing in the minds of gentlemen who IL believe 
would gladly vote for this < ippropriation when 
they understand the reason for this course. 

One word in reply to another suggestion of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SHeLtvaBarGeER, | that 
the bill should prescribe the mode of construction 

f these vessels, and where they are to be used. 
He has said that the runboats should be used in 
the rivers of the West. That is very true, and 
undoubtedly they will be constructed there; be- 
cause the Mississippi river, before the termination 
of this } Spring campaign, is to be cleared from the 
free States to the Gulf. It will be approached, I 
presume, from below, and also by gunboats from 
above. "But the gentleman will sce that, if he 
undertakes to prescribe the form or size of these 
bouts, he will find himself in difficulty at once; 
because, for use uy pon western waters you must 
have flat-bottomed boats, dre awing not more than 
three or four feet of water, while such gunboats 
upon the coast would not be fit for oeean naviga- 
tion atall, so that, to some extent, this question 


oO 


of construction must be left to the discretion of 


the good sense of the Department. 
Mr.SHELLABARGER. Whatthe gentleman 
has just suggested is the point to which I wished 
to direct his attention—that is, whether it would 
not be just to this House to allow them to pass 
upon the matter of fixing the position and place 
of use of this large expenditure, and not, submit 
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the it merely to the Disiattan of the Seer tury of I 
the Navy? ; l 
Mr. SEDGWICK. It would be a fine 
for this House to prescribe where these cur 
should be used. That is likely to de pel id 4 


\ 
iDOats 


t 
where they would be mostlikely to find the ene ' 
and this House is not constituted for the Purp ch 
of finding where that is. We are to furnish th, } 


means, and the Department will regulate the use. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. Of course I did, 
mean to indicate anything so absurd as that ¢ 
place where these boats shall be used shal] 
pointed out by act of Congress. But this is my 


t 
1Ot 


he 
be 


position: that by passing a bill, not de scribing the ‘ 
character, dimensions, and capac ity of these boats i 
we submit it to the Se cretary of the Navy in such, 


a way as to exclude their use in a certs tin portic 
of the country. 


Mr. SEDGWICK. I do not anticipate any 


such difficulty as that, for they will be built fo; : 
the use for which the *"y are intended. That is a ‘ 
question of naval architecture which I do not fee} ‘ 
competent to decide. | 

One word more. Something has been said jy : 
reference tothe Army, and I desire to do full credit | 
to that branch of the service, especially in this } 
recent engagement in which Roanoke island has ; 


been captured. That island was defended by sey 
eral batteries amounting, in all, to some fitty y o1 
more guns of the very best construction and high- I 
est caliber. One of those batteries was loc: 
in the center Of the island, and in order to ar vi 
the three thousand troops that garrisoned it tot! ! 
upper end of the island, where they were event 
ually captured, the Army was landed, and it co- 





operated with the naval forces. They marched ( 
through swamps almost impenetrable ond stormed f 
a battery approachable by a single road, across 

which trees were felled, the only one which went t 
through that part of the island, with an exhibi- | 
tion of courage which is not only gratifying ' 

the people of the country, but which will - Ww 


glory and renown upon that branch of the 

vice. In that engagement, two colonels of th | 
Army were killed—Colonel Russell, of a C 

necticut regiment, and the colonel of the Fren 

Zouaves;and without the codperation ofthe Arm) 

the victory achieved upon Roanoke island would 

have been quite barren of results in comparis 

with what it now is. And if anything fell fi | 
me, or from any other gentleman in debate, ms any ' 
degree derogatory to the Army, which only 

quires an opportunity in order to show the ni 

of which it is composed, I hope this explanat 

of the matter may be satisfactory. 

Mr. STEVENS. Has the gentleman looked 
to this bill to see to , how many millions this 
propriation will swell it? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 
$15,000,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. How many millions wil 
make it in all? It will be seventy or eighty 1 
lions, 

Mr.SEDGWICK. Ifitdoes, this $15,000,000 
will be better expended than any other part of t! 
appropri: ation, I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and th 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was de ‘4 
aflirmative—yeas 118, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ancona, Ashi Ys Ba 
bitt, Joseph Baily, Baker, Baxter, Biddle, Bingham, Fran 
cis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel S. Blair, Blake, Georg 


Hi. aeae ne, Buffinton, Burnham, Calvert, Campbell, Ch 
berlin, Clark, Clements, Cobb, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, 


This swells it exactly 


| Crisfield, Crittenden, Cutler, Davis, Diven, Duell, Dun! 


Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Fessend 
Fisher, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, G 
der, Gurley, Haight, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, ; 
Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Johnson, Julian, Kelley, Ir 
cis W. Kellogg, eer, , Lansing, Lazear, Leary, Loou 
Lovejoy, McKean, McPherson, Mallory, Marston, 
nard, Menzies, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Nob! 

Odell, Olin, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Alexander 
Rice, Richardson, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sarge! 
Sedgwick, Shefficld, Sherman, Sloan, Smith, Spau 
John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stratton, Benjamin ! 
Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train, Upton, Van Horn, \20 
Vaikenburgh, Vibbard, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Wal!, 
lace, E. P. Walton, Ward, Webster, Wheeler, WV! 
Albert S. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Windoin, Wood 
Worcester, and Wright—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Beaman, William G. Brow 
Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Conway, Dawes, in 
Harding, Holman, William Kellogg, Law, McKnight, \!2), 
Porter, Johif il. Rice, Robinson, Shellabarger, Shiel, Tri 
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ble. Trowbridge, Vallandigham, Charles W.Walton, Wash 
burue, Chilton A. White, and Woed—26. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lav the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

I 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
TREATMENT OF ZOLLICOFFERS BODY. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Iask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to have appended to the report 
in the Congressional Globe of the remarks which 
I made yesterday the following letter: 

Heapqvuarrers CenTRAL ARMY, KENIWCRY, 
Bow tne Green, February 1, 1582. 

Generat: The remains of General Zollicofferand Licu 
tenant Batlie Peytou, of the confederate army, who fell re- 
cently in battle, havewdeen delivered at my outpost by Gen 
eral N. W. Thompson, United States Army, under a flag 
of truce from your command 


Permit me, General, to thank you for this evidence of 


respect for the gallant dead, and for your considerate con- 
duct in having their bodies embalmed and placed in metal- 
lie coffins. I beg to assure you of my hope that the example 
you have set may serve to mitigate the calamities insepar- 


able from war, and to temper its conduct with a spirit of 


humanity and Christian civilization. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

W.H. HARDEE, Mejor General. 
Brigadier General McCook, U.S. A., 
Commanding, Green River. 

I desire to have that letter appended to my re- 
marks. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended,and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of taking up an appropriation bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment, that I may ask the House to 

ass a joint resolution from the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. [tis very important that we 
should pass this appropriation bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It will only take a few mo- 
ments. 

Mr.STEVENS. I hope we shall go into com- 
mittee, or we shall never get along. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. TRAIN. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Srevens’s mo- 
tion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If the gentleman will 
yield to me, [ desire to report back the resolution 
relating to the celebration of the 22d of February. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think we can fix that on 
Monday. I want to get an appropriation bill be- 
fore the House. 

The question was taken on Mr. Srevens’s 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 

CELEBRATION OF WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. The committee towhom 


was referred the memorial of the people of Phil- 
adelphia relative to the celebration of the birthday 
of Washington, and to which was also referred 
the concurrent resolutions from the Senate on the 
same subject, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and have instructed me to report that, in 
their opinion, the House should concur in the res- 
olutions of the Senate, and they recommend such 
concurrence, 
mittee to call for the previous question on the 
adoption of the resolutions. 


rhe concurrent resolutions were read, as fol- | 


lows: 


Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
that the two Houses will assenble in the Chamber of the 
House of Representatives on Saturday, the 22d of February 
instant, at twelve o’clock meridian, and that in the presence 
ol the two Houses of Congress thus assembled, the Farewell 
\ddress of George Washington to the people of the United 
“tates shall be read: and that the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives be re- 
(uested to invite the President of the United States, the 
heads of the several Departments, the judges of the Supreme 
Court, the representatives from all foreign Governments near 
tuls Government, and such officers of the Army and Navy 
and distinguished citizens as may then be at the seat of 
Government, to be present on that occasion. 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States, Com- 
iander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, be requested to 
direct that orders be issued for the reading to the Army and 
i of the United States of the Farewell Address of George 
W ashington, or such parts thereof as he may select, on the 
~<d day of&February, instant. 


I am also instructed by the com- | 


Res lved, : 
the two Houses of Congress, together with the Farewell 
Address of George Washington, be printed for distribution 
by the members of the two Houses of Congress to the people 
of the United States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to state that th 
committee considered, in the very best spirit and 
very patiently, this subject, and that there was an 
entire agreement between them except on the part 
of one gentleman—the gentleman from Illinots, 
{Mr. Lovesoy,] who still desires that the celebra- 


tion shall be accompanied by the reading of the 


+ Declaration of Indepe ndence. That is all the dif- 


| ference there was. 


The majority of the commit- 


| tee thought that, as it was Washington’s birth- 
| day, it would be appropriate and only appropriate 


to read his Farewell Address to his countrymen. 
Of course, no one would have any objection to the 
reading of the Declaration of Independence, but 
the Farewell Address is a very long document, 
consisting of twenty printed pages, and if the 
Declaration of Independence should also be read, 


| it would protract the proceedings very much. | 


now, under the instructions of the committee, call 


the previous question. 


al 





Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question until I can offer an amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not feel myself at 
liberty to accommodate the gentleman, or I would 
certainly do so. I am instructed to move the pre- 
vious question, and do it as the organ of the com- 
mittee, and I cannot withdraw or relax it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then, Ftrust, it will be voted 
down. Itis acourtesy always extended to a mem- 
ber ofacommittee. I call for tellers on seconding 
the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ALiey and 
Ketioce, of Michigan, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-nine, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered; and being 
put, the resolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I hope it will be entered 
that they were unanimously agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolutions were agreed to, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The resolutions are unani- 


RELIEF OF LOYAL INDIANS. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Inowask the unanimouscon- 
sent of the House to have taken from the Speak- 
er’s table joint resolution S. No. 49, for the re- 
lief of the loyal portions of the Creek, Seminole, 
Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians, in order that it 
may be put upon its passage. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides for 
the payment, out of the annuities payable to the 
Creek, Seminole, Chickasaw and Choctaw In- 
dians, and which have not been paid, in conse- 
quence of the cessation of intercourse with these 
tribes, such sums as may be necessary to be ap- 


| plied to the relief of such portions of said tribes as 


have remained loyal to the United States, and have 
been or may be driven from their homes in the In- 
dian territory into the State of Kansas or else- 
where. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was taken from the Speaker’s table and read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
graphic dispatch from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, who is now in Kansas, and also a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Interior on 
the subject. : 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh, no; let tl 
tion pass. Nobody objects to it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Very well, sir. 


The joint resolution was ordered toa third read- 


» joint resolu- 


| ing; and it was accordingly read the third time, 


and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH moved to reconsider the vot 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved to Jay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. Now,as we have got through 
with the Indians, I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


rhat ten thousand copies of the proceedings of 


I desire to have read a tele- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





ye) pe 


Ode 


PRINTING OF A MEMORIAL. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. With the permission of th 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, | desire to present 
a memorial from certain German citizens in regard 
to the printing of the agricultural portion of the 
Patent Office report in the German language, and 
who ask that the memorial may be printed, 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. COX. Cannot it be presi nted under the 
rule? 

The SPEAKER. It can, but it cannot be 
printed, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. They wish to have it printed. 

Mr. COX. LI have no objection to that. 

‘The memortal was laid upen the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

POST OFFICK APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS. I now insist on my motion. 

Mr.GOOCH. Lask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to yield me the floor for a moment. 

Mr. STEVENS. Six gentlemen have made 
the same application to me. 

Mr. GOOCH. I want merely to offer a reso 
lution. 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh, no; [I cannot yield. 

The question was taken on Mr. Stevens’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were ®uspended; and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wureer 
in the chair.) 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the committee 
took up for consideration billof the House No. 259, 
making appropriations for the support of the Post 
Office Department, for the year ending 30th June, 
L863. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I desire, Mr. Chairman, 
to discuss the natur@and objects of the rebellion, 
and our relations and duties to it, recalling so much 
of its history as will illustrate the one and enforce 
the other. 

The conspiracy, of which I have twice spoken 
in this Hall, has become armed rebellion, and in 
volved the tountry in civil war. It has called to 
the field a well-appointed army of six hundred 
thousand citizen soldiers, prepared to meet in bat- 
tle the misguided men whom guilty ambition and 
crafty policy have beguiled, orcompulsion forced, 
to take up arms in defense of a great crime and for 
the furtherance of a gigantic wickedness. Months 
have been spent in vast and busy preparation, 
until on ocean and river, in valley and on mount- 
ain-top, war rings his clarion voice. A contest 
more momentous to this Uniton,and the interests 


enwrapped in it, than prediction has suggested 
| or history recorded, is upon us with responsibil- 


ities at once stern and manifold. He only who 
comprehends the events transpiring about us, the 


mighty alternatives the contest involves, and how 


| controllingly our action wih modify issues most 


important to mankind, and vital to us, can appre- 
ciate the nature of the crisis, and of the mission 
appointed to this generation. 

As for myself, Mr. Chairman, in the light of 


| this great mission, and in the presence of the 





grave duties of the hour, the central feeling of my 
heart is detestation of the rebellion. I hate the 
thing itself. I contemn its authors, promoters, 
agents, and sympathizers. I abhor it for the pu: 
poses it embodies, the declared principles upon 
which it rests, the perjured apostasy in which it 
was conceived, the deep duplicity by which tit 
was developed, and the violence and terrorism by- 
which it was at length forced upon an unwilling 
people.* 

Every dictate of my judgment, every impulse 
of my heart, « very instinct of my nature, bidsme 
resist this accursed disunion machination. 

TRUE AND FALSE LOYALTY. 

This is my faith. It should be the sentiment of 
every loyal heart. It is the sentiment of every 
heart truly loyal. It has nothing in common with 
the conditional loyalty avowed on this floor. It 
recognizes as the prime duty of this generation, 
the suppression, at every hazard, and by using 
every necessary means, of this insurrection, the 





*In illustration it may be stated that the election for mem 
bers of the State convention, in Texas, was ordered by a 
few men, and two thirds of the people stayed away from 
the polls. The convention sent delegates to the Montgom 
ery convention, and the people were compelled by military 
violence to recognize the ordinance of secession.— Recent 
speech of Charles Anderson, Esq., in New York. 
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restoration of 


the authority of the Government, 


the recstablishment upon its old res ting-pl ices of 


the emblem of the Republic, and the reérection of 
thie altars of liberty, dis ee ene 
the di mal symt bols of despotiem. A loya ly which 
Mmnoses con ditions. estriclions, exat cen? 3 8pu- 


i 


sus and lifel icss, 
d, and is little different from, or preferable to 
disioyaily. I class it 
ielement untri ndly, and at best unreliable. 
Sir, no one is surprisé d at the existence of this 
ified loyalty, for it isa natural growth, 
exacting spirit and swelling pretentionsness ar 


, 


! } ° 
In all calculations of results 


1 
anda its 


unfamiliar to those who know its previous 


hey isreck d the qualified loyalty if por- 
t 3 Of Lin loyal Stats sasan imprernuabie wi lof 
e for them; and to pr du and m in 
feeling they spared no effort. All over tie 
‘try ti seeds of treason were } nted insidi 
| 1 ind riously N tas ( ( I V> 
iva neigh orhood es ( 1, f r the as eit 
yu | penctrat d everywhere. It was hoped 
it the haryest would follow, dit was intended 
t. W 1 ats 1 ihbering, the proj ted erime 
W ild be committed, the Unton rent, the Consti- 
tution overthrown, and the principles of liberty 
cured in the crumbling of this their best abid- 
ne place $ 


LOYALTY OF THE PEOPLE. 

Nothing prevented but the unquenched and un- 
juencl ible loyal ly of th pe opl , Which baulked 
eve ry ( il ul Lion, OVE rie ape d ¢ iy be littline prey- 
udice, burstevery fetter, and, shaking off the dust 
of inacti mn, promptly organize ‘ for the protection 
oftheirimperiled interests. Whoforgets, or would 
forget, that sublime uprising which struck dis- 
may to rebels at home and their agents abroad ?* 
Who was not thrilled by that majestic act, as the 
heart of the pr ople, 


lation and personal friendship, above 


} olitical assoc 
partisan affinity on the one hand and repulsion on 
the other, above all petty and sordid considera- 
tions, proclaimed, in a spirit of fervent patriotism, 
it neither blinding dogma nor corroding theory; 
her selfish ambition nor contracting policy; 

ther memory, enjoyment, nor prospect; née ither 

nor hope, could suffice to separate them from 
ve name and fame of their country? Whose feel- 
es were not deeply stirred; whose heart was not 
cheered; whose faith in man was not stre neth- 
ened? ‘To appreciate its grandeur, one must re- 
call the means taken to prevent it, and the cor- 
rupting methods adopted to repress the impulses 
and pervert the instincts of the Ame rican heart. 
To all true men, who had witnessed and watched 
this long- continue ‘d tampering with loyalty, the 
period of culmination was one of anxious sus- 
pense. 
deep solicitude, for much hung upon it. 

W he n by the overtact treason was disrol ed and 
all its antecedent history revealed, | wonder not 
that the consciousness of confids nee betrays d, of 
trust deceived, of patience abused, and of devotion 
inappreciated,} combined with an outraged loy- 
alty, to wring from Douglas and Dickinson and 
But le i ae of indignantdenunciation. Let their 
names be 


sver honored among men; but of those 


* The following extract from a letter, dated December 10, 
i861, from a distinguished Englishman, formerly a member 
of Parliament, found in a late number of the New York 
rribune, illustrates this point: 

** Long betore secession was an accomplished fact, the 
press of England had been tampered with by the emissaries 
of your disunion party. Men had been industriously at work 
to prepare the way tor the speedy recognition of the inde 
pendence of the cotton States. The programme ot Jetler- 
son Davis and his co-conspirators had been made known, 
and argunents supplied wherewith it might be supported. 
Men here were already supplied with their briefs and their 
retaining fees. The simultaneous rising of the free States, 
ind the improvisation of an immense army of loyal men, 


greatly disconcerted the machinations of Yancey, Mann, 
and their corrupt tools, and necessitated the adoption of a 
different course of action ; but they are still active, and the 


plunder of the sub-Treasuries of the South still holds out, 
and is freely distributed among those who are base enough 


to be the instruments of the worst of traitors and vilest of 





rf Kennepy, of Maryland, in his speech of Janu 

31, 1862, aptly but unintentionally illustrates this point. 
He narrates an iuterview which t e last winter | 
tweeu Messrs. Mason, Davis, and Benjamin and Bright, 
Which the latter appented to the former, by every considc1 
ation of right and duty and of justice to him and his friends in 
the North who had stood by then, to remain in the Union, 
and seek redress of grievances. Ue closes the narrative by 
these siinificant words: “ That gentleman (Mr. Bright) 
received but littl roasideration.’’ 


It is sure to fail in the hour of 


rising above the influence of 


To the traitors, also, it was a period of 


justic e 


who;insensible to all this, have not spoken a word 
or done a deed in token of their hatred of this great 
crime, or who secretly applaud secession or sulk- 
tain the Union, what else can, 1n truth, be 
said than that they are guiltier than the conspir- 
ators themselves? 


AGENTS OF DISLOYALTY. 


I have alluded to the seeds of treason as planted 
everywhere and through organizations penetrat- 
ing every portion of the Union. Let me be more 
explicit. By the seeds of treason | mean the po- 
litical doctrines of those uns scrupulous and crafty 
men who, for years chanting the praises of the 
Union, were plotting its destruction; and who, the 
more easily to accomplish their ends, sought en- 
trance, under false preten es, into all the political 
parties of the country; through all alarming the 
lave interest and preparing it to combine against 
he Government. Powerless to use the Whig 

irty they abandoned and destroyed it, and hav- 
ing, meanwhile, obtained control of the Demo- 

tic organization, they proceeded, by stealthy 
ind eradual innovations, to undermine its ancient 
creed until nota vestige of its former greatness re- 
mained, and it was changed from the likeralizing 
agent its founders left it into a distributor of every 
noxious and pestilential principle. Comparing the 
positions taken by secessionists upon points vital 
to themselves, it will be found that in almost every 


case there is a substantial concurrence with the | 


public declarations or the clear implications con- 


tained in the platform lately laid by the leaders of 


that party. Is the doctrine of State sovereignty 
to be interposed as a justification of the rightful- 
ness of secession—a warrant for it will be fo¥nd, 
if not in the precise language, in the general tenor 
of Democratic authority. Is the doctrine of non- 
coercion to be used in denial of the right of the 
Government to maintain itself by force against an 
opposing force; isan inaction to be justified which 
permitted the fi wes of the nation sone beleaguered, 
by battery after battery, and isolated until one 
starving garrison are driven to sanianeion and an- 
barely saved; or is a shivering and imbecile 
President who, in grave emergencies, requiring 
glowing energy, did nothing to save his country 
then dying of an inanition he could have cured— 
we are referred to a preposterous, but specious, 
theory devised by traitors and injected into his 
message for the paralyzation of the Government. 
Is the pestiferous doctrine of State sovereignty 
to poison our whole politics, denationalizing the 
Government-—what gave it general and dangerous 
currency but the belief of the honest and confid- 
ing masses of the Democratic party in the patriot- 
ism of the hypocrites who dictated its law? When, 
going further, to justify the act of secession, its 
defenders repeat their list of ** grievances,’’ which 
I have fore invesugated and exposed—who ad- 
mit the correctness of the complaints, or the valid- 

y of the excuse, except those who were falsely 
taught by the deceitful expositors of Democ ratic 
opinion to believe that those erievances were act- 
ual, were honestly asserted, and, in defiance of all 
evidence, were the moving cause of secession; 
and who, while gently disapproving the mode of 
redress adopted, sympathizingly bemoan the ‘*in- 
’? secessionists have sutfered? Sir, though 
the opinion may be considered harsh, yet | be- 
lieve it is susce ptib le of demonstration that had 
the framework of Democratic doctrine, as lately 
proclaimed, been constructed with an express view 
to effect secession, it could not have been better 
adapted to the purpose, whether considered in the 
light of its fitness to invite an attempt to disrupt 
the Government, or to restrain an Administration 
from attempting to preventit. Even with the light 
of experience, it is difficult to see how, in this re- 
spect, the means could have been improved, or 
what could have added to the almost superhuman 
ingenuity of evil shown in those theories and their 
enforcement. 


othe. 


Sir, it is not surprising that persistent and well- 
directed effort produced results; and that, before 
the blow fell, thousands occupied an attitude in- 
volving grave concern to trae men and joyous 
hopefulness to rebels. But false training, de- 
ceptive leadership, and perverted theories could 
not destroy the instincts of the public heart; and 
when, the mask thrown off, State sovereignty as- 
sumed the position of armed rebellion, the scales 
dropped, and men, ceasing to be politicians, be- 
came Americans. In this great conversion (it can 


‘ 
February, 14, 
be said, with reverence) the hearts of Ritts 
were chi aunged ,and blind men saw, deaf men heard, 
and simple men understood. Sir, "the people of ; 
parties are faithful. How is it with the politician: 3? 
UNFAVORABLE INDICATIONS. 

I think itapparent that certain influential classes 
are not fully devoted to our great work, if thei 
acts forma reliable indication of their feelings. In 
one quarter, every act of the Government is queru- 
lously denounced, while there is no vision to per- 
ceive or spirit to rebuke the monstrous tyranny 
secession has already produced—a tyranny which 
has pursued patriots with unrelenting and barbar- 

ouscruelty,*and enacted laws de fiantly denounced 
by the venerable Petigru, or ** borrowed from the 
darkest period of tyranny,’’ as ‘* dug up from the 
very quarries of despotism,”’ and as unworthy of 
the civilization and light of the age. 

Others see in the suspension, by the Executive, 
of the writ of habeas corpus, the arbitrary exercise 
ofa power not granted to him, and unwarranted 
by the exigencies of the times—forgetful that a 
prompt arrest may be of more importance than, 
and mz iy be esse ntial to, av ictory ; ; that their dog- 
matic denial of the President’s power is contro- 
verted by the gre atestlegal learning of the country; 
and that, as Mr. Binney has observe d, in danger- 
ous times pe ople are generally willing and often 
compelled to give up, for a season, a portion of 
their freedom to preserve the rest; and that, for- 
tunately, ‘‘ it is that portion of the people, for the 
most part, who like to live on the margin of disobedi- 
ence to the laws, whose freedom is most in danger— 
the rest being rarely in want of a habeas corpus.” 

In another quarter, the Administration 1s as- 
sailed for usurpation of powers not granted, for 
failure to ask legislative consent or approval, and 
for arbitrariness in the discharge of its functions, 
while in the same quarter, when means are asked 
to carry out the powers clearly granted - 
purposes necessary to the maintenance of Govy- 
ernment, words of shi arp obj ye ction or ae ‘mr. pro- 
test hound to scornful lips or fall from galling pen. 
In another, it is fiercely complained that thi re are 
** political bastiles,”’ in which dangerous persons, 
who have been arrested, are confined, as though 
the assumption practically made by these object- 
ors, that Government, in using this (at times 
NECESSARY MEANS Of protecting itself, is commit- 
ting a more flagrant wrong than in allowing activ 
symps uthizers with treason op portunity to betr y 
and de ‘stroy it, was not absurd in terms and | 
defensible in reason. Another circle, less sensitiv’ 
to constitutional que -stionsand more able to hand 
practical issues, seize upon the large expenditures 
of Government with a view to create a sentiment 
adverse to the continuance of the war. While stil! 
another seek to alarm by pompously predicting, 
if not fomenting, foreign war. Still another class 
give the Administration words of confidence and 
votes of disfavor; declaiming loudly for the war 
but withholding the means to maintain it and th 
taxes necessary to the public credit, and making 
a prudent record which may not embarrass in 
shameful contingencies expected, if not hoped for. 
I need not mention more. The existence of these 
classes, fortunately feeble, gives occasion fo r 
watchfulness, that through the: ‘m the pubiic safety 
be not imperiled, or the nation’s honor stained, 
the coming triumph dimmed, 


THE PURPOSE OF THE REBELLION. 


I have said that I detest this rebellion, not be- 
cause it is a rebellion, not solely because o f the 
manner in which it was effected, or of the conduc 
of the a n who originated, deve sloped, and pro- 
duced it, but especially because of the principles 
it accepts and the purposes it represents. W hat 
are they? He must be g dull observer who does not 
know that this rebe lion was’ caused in the inter- 
est of reactionary principles; that it has no sym- 
pathies with popul: w rights; that itis aimed ata 

contraction of populs ar liberty; that it is contr led 
by cold, calculating, hard men, who, neither by 
nature, training, nor conviction are in harmony 
with the sentiment of freedom; and who have, 0 
many occasions and in divers ways, shown ' 

contempt of liberal and repul blican ideas. It is 
scarce ly necessary to account for this lapse f' mn 
the great principles of our Revolution; but it may 








* United States Senator WILLey, from Virginia, recent 
stated in aspeech in the Senate, that, in secret conclave, 
the Legislature of Virginia had set a price upon his head 
and that of hie colleague. 
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be assumed that the causes of such an uprooting 
of pure principles and implanting of evil on®s were 
very penetrative and powerful, chief among which, 
doubtless, are the deteriorating influences, perni- 
cious tendencies, and harsh inculcations of the 
slave system. Certainit is, this change ofsentiment 
was not due to discontent produced by the oppres- 
sions of our Government; for, whatever may now 
be pretended to the contrary, the truth on this 
point was unwittingly declared in this House in 
the opening days of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, 
when the very able member from the second dis- 
triet of Alabama, Mr. Pugh, on the 9th day of 
January, 1860, said: 

“Tf the statutes which have been passed here for the last 
ten years were obliterated, I have no idea that any man In 
my district would know it or feel it, unless he saw it in the 
newspapers.’’— Congressional Globe, vol. 1, Thirty-Sixth 
Congress, p. 373. 


Sir, the real cause is a malignant hatred of free 


principles, and of their practical tendencies in | 


political communities. 

As to the men controlling this movement and 
giving it tone, we may accept as just and conclu- 
sive the testimony recently borne by Senator 
Jounson, of Tennessee, who knew them well, 
and in his very effective speech of January 31, 
1862, afier showing, by votes taken in the Senate 
lust winter, that secession Senators had the power 


to pass acompromise, buttreacherously and taunt- | 


ingly leaving the Senate, refused to vote, when 


their affirmative votes would have carried the pro- | 
yosed measure, uses this remarkable and truthful | 


anguage: 


** It was not compromise that the leaders wanted ; they 


wanted power; they wanted to destroy this Government, | 


so that they might have place and emolument for them- 
selves. 
virtue and integrity of the people and their capacity to gov- 
ern themselves ; and they intended to separate and form a 
government, the chief corner-stone of which should be sla- 
very, disfranchising the great mass of the people, of which 
we have seen constant evidence, and merging the powers 
of Government in the hands of the few. 1 KNow whatI say. 
| know their feelings and their seutimeuts. I served in the 
Senate here with them. 
ration that had no more confidence in, or respect for, the peo- 
ple, thanhas the Dey of Algiers. I tought that close corpo- 
ration here. They seek to overthrow free Government and 
to establish a despotism in its place. That is the great bat- 
tle which is upon our hands.’’—Speech in the Senate, Fri- 
day, January 31, 1862. 


Facts justify this severe criticism. The action 
of the legislative and deliberative bodies now or 
recently in session, the tone of their public docu- 


ments, the outgivings of their press, and the tem- || 


They had lost confidence in the inteMigence and | 


I know they were a close corpo- | 


per of almost every portion of society whose voice | 


is now heard, all indicate a leaning towards a re- 
strictivesystem. The Virginia State convention, 
after voting the State out of the Union, have pro- 


ceeded to reconstruct their domestic government, | 
andare controlled Se They | 


have taken from the people the election of sundry 


civil officers; and the committee appointed in May 1] 


last, to consider proposed amendments to the State 


constitution, have reported against a system offree | 
schools, in favor of restricting the rightof suffrage, | 


against the election by the people of the higher 
officers of Government, against all homestead and 


equal principles, by which classes are created, | 


rather than of those equalizing principles which 
mark free society and have made it offensive to 
our Americantories. Governor Pickens, of South 
Carolina, in his last annual message of the 6th of 
November last, says, in anticipation of the failure 
of the present insurrection, that * if the South fail, 
with all our conservative elements to save us, then 
indeed there will be no hope for an independent 
and free republic’’ on this continent, and * the pub- 
lic mind will turn despondingly to the stronger and 
more fixed forms of the Old World.’’? Not only is 


there an intention to degrade labor and stigma- | 


ze and outlaw poverty by denying the poor all 
power over legislation, but the right of natural- 
izauion has been restricted to such few aliens as 
are enlisted in the rebel armies; and it is proposed, 
In influential quarters, to withhold the right from 
all future immigrants. rc 
[he newspapers reflect the same current of 
Opinion, finding expression in eulogies of the Brit- 
ish aristocracy and deprecation of the * mob”? in 
America, and in comparisons between the mo- 
narchical and aristocratic features of England and 
the institutions of the United States, in which pref- 
erence is given to the former, on the grounds of 
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superior administration, greater security of the 
citizen, and greater freedom of the press! In ad- 
dition to these indications of a public character, 
it will be remembered that Mr. Russell, the cor- 
respondent of the London Times, in a letter dated 
fron: Charleston last May, used this language: 
‘<] have visited a great many planters, and I have talked 
freely and fully with them. Everywhere I have found the 
same desire to have a prince of the royal family of England 


| to rule over them.”’ 


A recent number of the Richmond Examiner 
betrays the same fact, when, yielding its hopes of 
a foreign war, it reminds England that her failure 
to strike the United States now will, for all she 
can tell, allow the rebels ‘‘ to be overwhelmed by the 
democracy that threatens herself;’’ while it is known 
that, as far back as 1850-51, Mr. Memminger, 
now the rebel secretary of the treasury, publicly 
said, in the Legislature of South Carolina, that he 


| had rather South Carolina was attached to the Gov- 


ernment of Great Britain, as she was previous to the 
Revolution, than to remaina member of this Union. 

The purpose of the rebellion is transparent. 
There is no doubt as to its authors, their objects, 


means, and end.* No rebellion was ever more 


| eradually prepared or deliberately planned. The 
|! To es F 
| pretexts—for there were two: first, the tariff, and, 








that failing, slavery—were greedily seized and in- 
geniously handled. ‘The means were industri- 
ously gathered, massed, and fitted. ‘The achieve- 
ment was, for fifty years, the inspiration of leagued 
traitors in high places. To it all legislation was 
bent and every policy subordinated. No legisla- 
tion which could not be tributary to this atrocious 
scheme was, withintwenty years, enacted by Con- 


gress. Scarcely anything not tributary to it was, | 


except in one bright hiatus, recommended by the 
Executive. In its interest, diplomacy revealed 
its valuable secrets, the Treasury was robbed and 


bankrupted, the Navy scattered to distant seas, | 


and the Army through the wilderness; arms and 
warlike munitions were placed within easy theft, 
and even the majestic voice of the law, when im- 
portuned in the very hearing of the master con- 
spirators, refused to utter its stern denunciations 
of flagrant treason. 

This movement was not intended to cure actual 
grievances, for they did not exist, and in the nature 
of the case could not, for themselves had admin- 
istered the Government, and at the moment of 
secession but one of the three branches was in 
hands which could be considered at all unfriendly. 
Neither could an apprehension of evil be .pre- 
tended; for, besides the mutations of politics, from 
which they had more to hope than fear, there was 
no possibility of a power dangerous to their safety 
or inimical to their prosperity obtaining within 
a generation control of all branches of the Gov- 
ernment. The movement was wholly without 
justification, and was nothing more or less than 
the desperate grasp of bold, ambitious, and un- 
scrupulous demagogues, who believed that they 
would obtain power more easily, wield it more 
supremely, and hold it more continuously, in a 
confederacy more compact and homogeneous, 


| than they had done in the Government which their 
exemption laws, and generally in favor of the in- || 
troduction into the governmental structure of un- || 


fathers established. Under the pretense of oppres- 
sion, actual or apprehended, under the profession 
of devotion to the interests of slavery, by the 


| skillful use of well-adjusted means, and with the 


practical connivance of those then administering 
the Government of the Union, the movement was 
inaugurated, the early and more embarrassing 
steps taken, momentum obtained, and the experi- 
ment launched. 


*In addition to the proofs given elsewhere, I may adda 
very remarkable statement from Commodore Charles Stew- 
art, who, in a letter datél Bordentown, New Jersey, May 
4, 1861, giving the reminiscences of a conversation between 
John C. Calhoun and himself, in the latter part of Decem 


ber, 1812, after the declaration of war by the Congress of 


the United States against Great Britain, on the 18th of June 
previous, states this as the substance of Mr. Calhoun’s re 


| ply to his criticism on the inconsistency of the latter, an 
| aristocrat in feeling, &c., being a member of the Democratic 


| and do yield much to democracy. 


party: 

** We southrons are essentially aristocratic, but we can 
This is our sectional 
policy; we are from necessity thrown upon and solemnly 
wedded to that party, however it may occasionally clash 
with our feelings for the conservation ofour interests. Itis 
through our affiliation with that party in the middle and 
western States we control, underthe Constitution, the gov 
erning of these United States; but when we cease thus to 
control this nation, through a disjointed Democracy, or any 
material obstacle in that party which shall tend to throw 
us out of that rule and control, we shall then resort to the 
dissolution of the Union.”’ 


L GLOBE. 


| to this end. 
| priation. 
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THEIR MOTIVE AND OUR DUTY. 

The motive of the leaders, reckless of results, 
and intent only upon success, was cold ambition, 
the purpose, the dismemberment of the Union, 
and the establishment of a new confederacy based 
upon slavery, practically applying to government 
the repressive ideas wit which slavery harmon- 
izes, and directed at once to the propagandism of 
the slave system in society onl of aristocratic 
ideas in government. Their pretended president 
has declared the separation final and eternal. It 
is for us, by force of arms, to break up this rebel 
conspiracy, overturn their authority, expel their 
agents, and punish the guilty authors of this ca 
lamity. 

As for myself, I will do every necessary thing 

1 will vote every required a ypro- 
I will impose every needed tax. | will 


| enact all necessary legislation, and give the Gov- 


ernment all needed moral, financial, and physical 
power to achieve success, 
I have a firm hope that the military measures 


now in progress or contemplation, used, as I dbubt 


not they will be, with energy and vigor, will ac 

complish the purposes of Government, and by 
destroying the armies of the rebellion, relieve the 
people of the seceded States of the terrible oppres 

sion which weighs upon them. As for the pre- 

sumed impossibility of conquering the South— 
vaunted here and elsewhere—I believe that the 

rebel States rely upon their military power to with- 
stand our military power; and that when the former 
shall be destroyed, the means of sustaining them- 
selves againstthe latter will have vanighed, and that 
with the meang will disappear the inclination to 
preserve a rebellious attitude. 1 can understand 
how those who have fomented the rebellion, or 
have compromised themselves by actively and vol 

untarily engaging in-it, will desperately resist and 
anxiously retard the restoration of the authority 
of the Union; but as the people have never been 
oppressed, as the rebellion did not proceed from 
them but was forced upon them by a desperate 
band of politicians, and as deep animosity cannot 
exist among them, it is not only not unreasonable 
to hope, but it is actually safe to assert, that they 
will gladly reaccept that Government which, so 
lately as fifteen months ago, Mr. Stephens, of 
Georgia, pronounced the most beneficent on the 
face of the earth. On both these points, we have 
ample evidence, of which none is more compre- 
hensive and judiciously expressed than that fur- 
nished by the accomplished Rev. Dr. Breckin- 
ridge, of Kentucky, who, in a recent paper, uses 
this language: ; 

‘* So far is it from being credible that the deliverance of 
the Unionists in the confederate States cannot be accom 
plished, except by the slaughter of vast populations, nor 
maintainedafterwards, except by immense standing armies, 
all the facts of this sad case show that what has happened 
in all ages and countries will happen again here, and the 
mass of the people speedily and joyfully return to their ab 
legianee as soon as the military force of the rebels is broken 
and society is allowed to return to its ordinary condition.’’ 

Were this otherwise, my position would not be 
changed. I hold that in no view will we be au- 
thorized in closing this contest until the complet 
restoration of the authority of the Government 
shall be effected; until the inherent strength and 
vigor of republican institutions, already tested 
more fearfully than any other form has ever 
endured, shall be fully demonstrated; and until 
American citizenship shall be impartially pro- 
tected over every foot of the territory of the Union. 

Costly, crippling, and demoralizing as this war 
has been or may be, it is worth much to have had 
the true theory of the powers of our Government 


| settled upon immovable foundations; to have had 


all vicious and emasculating theories crushed out, 
and the conclusive proof of its ability to withstand 
as well inward treachery as outward attack, deep 
craven by heavy-handed conflict, in lines urmis- 
takable and ineradicable. Sir, if in this struggle 
the seductive sophisms which have obscured th 
intellect and drugged the conscience of the victims 
of secession shall sink with their authors to dis- 
honored graves, from which there shall be no res- 
urrection, letus rejoice in the just retribution which 
relieves the people of so potent elements of mis- 


chief, and the Government of elements of weak- 
ness which were fast making it the plaything of 
faction, and exposing it to the contemptuous dis- 
regard of the Powers of the world. 

The immediate problem is the preservation of 
our territorial unity, thangh the contest really in- 











































































volves the nation’s life. 
as well abroad as at home; and the results of the 
conflict have been discussed and foreshadowed ac- 
cording to the varying positions, principles, pre- 
Dp ions, and prejudices of the speakers. Even 
Earl Russell’s imperfect and inaccurate descrip- 
n of the contest, as by the North for empire, 

e South for independence, though expressed 

) the language of diplomatic indirection, involves 
rreat truth that the struggle is for national ex- 
istence, such as no nation has wholly escaped, 


id as England, in dark hours, and with heroic 
fortitude and energy, waged against a continent 
arms. We will wave this war while there is 
triot to strike, or a foe to fall. We will, at 
every sacrifice, maintain our n iuional unity, ter- 


t 


ial integrity, and undivided sovereignty. ‘To 
se either would be 
' 


to invite dishonor and com- 
3 and fearful; to yield every 
glorious tradition, hope and duty; to strengthen 


despotism, an 


numberles 
d cover ourselves with re 
sterity with woe. To avert these calamities, 
which would be inevitable, and others which can- 

untarnished 


anticipated, and to preserve 
it passes through the fiery fur- 


proach and 


not be 
i nd unharms d, as 
nace of trial, that splendid organization of civil, 

cial, and political blessings which our fathers, 
eighty years ago, created and fashioned, adopted 
ind transmitted, a le gacy of priceless value and 

erless beauty, are the holy and overmastering 
juties devolving, under God, upon the Executive, 

: lemislators, and the brave thousands in arms, 
iL aided and sustained by the firm fidelity of the 
loyal citizens of the nation. Sir, this work will 
be attended By startling events, whose strange- 
ness will be lost in their dec p significance. It will 
involve sacrifices, privations, and suffering. It 
will present difficulties which patient courage can 
al It will demand the 
every high and rare and manly virtue, 


ne surmount, 
) 1 

But this 
ur inheritance shall be saved from disjointure or 


demolition, and this people, rising to the stature 


of true heroism, will inscribe their name, inchar- 
acters of blood, upon the eternal tablets of history, 
as the brave and devoted and successful defend- 
ers of republican constitutional government, 

Mr. ARNOLD obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 

101s give way for a motion that the committee 
rise? It is after four o’clock. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Corrax having 
taken the chair as Speaker protempore, Mr. Wuee- 
Ler reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly bill of the 
[louse No. 259, making appropriations for the 
upport of the Post Office Department during the 

al year ending June 30, 1863, and had come to 
no resolution thereon. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
now adjourn, 

Mr. FENTON. 
press that motion. I trust the House will go to 
the business on the Speaker’s table, and dispose 
of the few bills there 

ference. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. FENTON. I move that the House pro- 

eed to the business on the Speakcr’s table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. We have got no quorum here. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the House will pro- 


ceed to dispose of the business on the Speaker’s 
I 


fj 


the House do 


I move that 


lL hope the ntleman will not 


by giving them the proper 


tabie. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I withdraw the motion 
to adjourn. 
PAY AND PENSION OF VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. GRIDER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill granting pay, pension, and bounty to 


» volunteer officers and soldiers of Kentucky, | 


om the date of enlistment, and also granting pay 


exercise of 


ered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be requested to 
inquire into the propricty ot making a change in the man 
ner of securing copyrights to authors’ books and publica 
application therefor to be made to 

Commissioner of Patents instead 
district courts of the United States as 
; and that the committee report by bill or other 


tions, 80 as to require 

and acted upon by the 

of the clerks of the 

heretofore 

wise. 
STADT DUES. 

The House then proceeded to dispose of the 
business on the Speaker’s table, as follows: 

A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a copy of a special treaty 
between the United States and his Majesty the 
King of Hanover, for the abolition of the Stadt 


dues, signed at Berlin on the 6th December last, | 


and recommending that seasonable provision be 
made to enable the Executive to carry its stipu- 
lations into effect. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I move that the message 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. ™ 


be 


COOLY TRADE. 


An act (H.R. No. 109) to prohibit the cooly 
trade by American citizens in American vessels; 
the Senate: 


Strike out the words “ against their will and consent.” 


Mr. ELIOT. The Committee on Commerce 
have examined that amendment, and recommend 
concurrence, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to under- 
stand the effect of the amendment. 

Mr. ELIOT. The effect of it is to make the 
bill more stringent. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That is all right. 
I supposed it would be just the reverse. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The Senate amendment to House bill No. 155, 
making appropriations for the construction, pres- 


the question being on the followingamendmentof | 


| that struggle. 


ervation, and repairs of certain fortifications and | 


other works of defense, for the year ending 30th 
June, 1863, and additional appropriations for the 


year ending 30th June, 1862—referred to the Com- || 


| mittee of Ways and Means. 


WAR STATISTICS. 

Joint resolution (S. No. 37) for the collection of 
war statistics—read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 

Joint resolution (S. No. 39) providing a ste- 
nographer for the joint committee to inquire into 
the conduct of the war; the question being on its 
reference. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I am not satisfied with 
that joint committee, and I want to have this joint 
resolution referred to another committee. Mr. 
Speaker, | was somewhat surprised when that 
committee was organized in the Congress of the 
United States. We have a Constitution which 
prescribes the duty of each department of the Gov- 
ernment. The conduct of a war, when such ex- 
ists, is specially confined to the executive depart- 
ment of the Government. But the Congress of 
the United States, not content with performing 
its legislative functions and furnishing the means 


| which the requirements of the executive depart- 


! pension tothe home guards of said State from || 


the ume they were actually engaged in the mili- 

y defense thereof; which was read a first and 

‘cond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


AUTHORS COPYRIGHT. 


Mr. NOBLE, by unagimous consent, offered 


ment demanded, has undertaken to take charge of 
the conduct of the war by means of a joint com- 
mittee, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I rise toa point of order. As 
the question before the Hoyse is on reference of 
the joint resolution, the remarks of the gentleman 
should be confined to the question of reference, 
and should not apply to the character of the com- 
mittee to which the subject is referred. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If that strict rule were to 
be applied to the gentleman from Illinois, he would 
never be allowed to speak here at all. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. 


| want to show that the 


committee to which it is proposed to refer it is 
not fit to examine it, and [ have a right to use 
arguments on that subject. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. So the Chair un- 
derstands. The gentleman has a right to discuss | 


| the question whether there shall be a stenographer 
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This is comprehended || the following resolution; which was read, consid- 


‘ 

February 14, 
appointed for the committee, the special commit- 
tee to Which the resolution should be referred, and 
the subject-matter of the investigation generally. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. And also as to 
whether the testimony is worth preserving, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I call the gentleman from 
Missouri to order for interrupting the Chair, 

Mr.RICHARDSON. And I call my colleague 
to order for talking. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Ifthe gendeman from J]. 
linois [Mr. Lovesoy] will allow me, he will haye 
a chance before lam done. We did not know 
the other day, when we constituted this joint com- 
mittee to superintend and manage this war, what 
it was that we were « ngaged in. I have heard a 
good deal about the operations of that committee. 
Newspaper paragraphs tell me that they have had 


| the Commander-in-Chief before them, to inter- 


rogate him, and to find out what he is going to do. 
I do not know what answer he gave them, except 


| from what the newspapers tell me, and that is that 


| President. 


he said he intended to conduct the war accord 
to his own notions of what was right. 

Now, sir, this joint committee ask fora stenog- 
rapher to take down their speeches in conclave, 
I wanted to see why it was that the Congress of 
the United States committed this important power 
to a committee, which, of right, belongs to the 
I confess that when I saw what was 
done, I was struck very forcibly with an item of 


ng 


| history, which I once read, connected with the 


French revolution. The Chamber of Deputies 
was about to be overrun by the Parismob. Minot, 
the commander of the army, was overpowered in 
The members were alarmed, and 
some one suggested to call in a lieutenant—a 
young man called Napoleon Bonaparte—to con- 
sult him. He came,andwas consulted. He was 
asked what was his opinion as to the cause of the 
defeat of Minot the day before. He answered, 


| ** because of the interference of the Deputies.” 


They appealed to Napoleon to take the command. 
He consented to it, on condition that the Cham- 


| ber of Deputies were to mind their own business, 


and not to interfere with the military department 
of the Government. They had to agree to his 
terms; and he savedthem. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The result was 
that he finally drove out the Chamber of Depu- 


| ties at the point of the bayonet, and usurped the 


Government. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Well, sir, that may be 
the case with this military committee, for aught 
I know. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
tee, but Congress. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I do not know what im- 
portant business that joint committee have to do 
that they should require a stenographer. God 
knows we have got too many of them already to 
report what we do and what we do not do. | 
have heard no good reason given for the appoint- 
ment of a stenographer or for the appointment of 
this committee. I have had a resolution in my 
desk for some time, proposing to abolish it, and 
to let the Executive have the entire responsi- 
bility of managing this war. If you embarrass 
the Executive with your joint committees, your 
resolutions, your propositions to make Territo- 
ries of the States, this war will not end in my 
time or yours. I have looked upon the action 
outside of the House—I shall say nothing of what 
I have seen inside—and I have heard much said 
as coming from certain quarters, of the inactivity 
of the Executive in prosecuting the war. Sir, it 
is not my place to become the advocate or de- 
fender of the present Executive or of any of the 
men in power; but, so long as I see a purpose of 
restoring this Union by the arms of the United 
States, of sustaining, establishing, and upholding 
the people of the several States in all their consti- 
tutional rights, they will find me supporting them 
in all that is necessary to effect that end, and 
nothing else. 

Well, sir, let us turn back to the motives and 
ends which it is said this committee have in view. 
Of all the things upon God’s earth, the most haz- 
ardous to us at this time is to create in the Army, 
in the country, in this House, a distrust of the 


Not the commit- 


| ability or capacity of the men who have charge 
| of the movements of this Army, by your opera- 


tions through the committees of this House. Men 
will not fight if they have not confidence in their 


| leaders. You havea Commander-in-Chiefin whom 





m 


tle 
an 
Ri 
pl 


he 
al 
m 
m 





1862. TH 








the nation seems to have confidence, and | have 
seen nothing that should indicate that that ¢onfi- 
dence has been misplaced. You complain of want 
of action. Why, look at the condition of the 
country when this rebellion commenced. The 
former Secretary of War had gutted your arse- 
nals and placed your arms within the reach of 
those who desired to destroy the Government. 
He had scattered your loyal Army to the remotest 
frontiers, so that it was hardly possible to get 
a guard around this Capitol to maintain peace 
against the insurrectionary men who would, if 
they had the power, have prevented the inaugu- 
ration of a President constitutionally elected by 
the people of the United States. And, sir, but for 
the patriotism in the States near at hand, and the 
promptness with which the people sprang to arms 
and rallied to its defense, this Capitol would last 
spring have ceased to have been the Capitol of this 
Government; it would have been in the possession 
of the armed forces of the South. The Govern- 
ment had not left in its arsenals in the loyal States, 
or in its forts, arms enough to have placed in the 
hands of twenty-five thousand men at the time 
this invasion was threatened. But, sir, we did get 
some volunteers, and some of them fought very 
well. L think it would have been better if the 
members of Congress had kept away from the 
battle of Bull Run. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will the gentleman permit 
me to interrupt him? 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I cannot yield to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois to make aspeech. If he has 
any explanation to make about his visit to Bull 
Run I will yield to him, and listen to him with 
pleasure. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. This question of Bull Run 
has been referred to very frequently in the House, 
and as it has come up in the speech of the gentle- 


man, | am obliged to him for the opportunity of | 


making a few statements in regard to it. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Bull Run! Oh, I cannot 
yield to you to make a speech upon that subject. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I thought the gentleman 

ielded to me. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gen- 
tleman yield to the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If the gentleman from Illi- 
nois will tell me how much time he wants, and 
will let me stop him when he gets through, I will. 
PLaughter. ] 

Mr.LOVEJOY. The disaster of Bull Run has 
been attributed to a great variety of causes, and 
the most popular but the most fallacious and most 
unworthy of allis that a few civilians, and among 
others certain members of Congress, were hover- 
ing round the skirts of that field. Now, sir, I 
care very little about that; but I do want to state 
a few things which I know to be facts in counec- 
tion with that battle. Itisdue to General McDow- 
ell, and itis due to what is called the truth of his- 
tory, I think, to make these statements. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, General McDowell stipu- 
lated with his superior officers that he could ac- 
complish a thing which was desired,-and which, 
[ understand, was to take possession of a certain 

ortion of railroad, and destroy communication 

etween the Manassas army and the troops under 
General Johnson. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. The gentleman will allow 
me to say that I cannot yield to him to vindicate 
General McDowell. That has been done already. 
1 yielded to him for a personal explanation. ~ 

Mr LOVEJOY. 1 hope the gentleman will 
allow me to have five minutes. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Very well. I yicld. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. General McDowell was 
asked, in substance, by his superior officer, how 
many troops he needed for that specified purpose. 
He gave the number, but stipulated at the same 
me that, if he undertook to accomplish that pur- 
pose with that given number of troops, General 
Johnson should not be there. The reply was 
that Johnson should not trouble him, and that if 
he did, General Patterson should be upon his 
heels.. What was the fact? 

The battle commenced, and at three o’cleck, as 
then believed, and as I now believe, our soldiers 
Were victorious, and the enemy upon the point of 
retreat—that has been indicated in the statement 
made by General Beauregard lately, in giving an 
account of that battl—when General Johnson, 
with eight thousand troops, arrived on the field. 
General Beauregard states that, ata distance, he 


could not tell whether they were enemies or 
friends, and he states virtually that they were on 
the point of retreating, when the secession flag 
came near enough to be distinguished, and then, 
as they came on with a shout, the courage of the 
enemy, on the point of retreat, revived, and our 
soldiers, being dispirited and disheartened, turned 
away. 

That, sir, I have no doubt, is the simple truth 
in regard to this defeat. Our soldiers retreated, 
not because of Congressiaen and civilians who 
were in the rear, not because they were wanting 
in courage, for they fought bravely; but it was 
because of this reinforcement Of eight thousand 
men under Johnson—and they were there contrary 
to the express stipulation between General Me- 
Dowelland Genera! Scott—that the disaster of that 
day occurred. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman, I wish to state what I have 
already stated on another occasion in reference to 
the battle of Manassas. I wish to state that it 
was well known to the general commanding the 
United States Army, that General Johnson, with 
his forces, had eluded Patterson and was present 
at that fight—at the beginning of it. I want to 
state that it was known by dispatches from Gen- 


| eral Patterson himself, and that when this inform- 


ation came here, the President of the United States 
went to General Scott, and protested against the 


| army proceeding against Bull Run and Manas- 


sas, but General Scott insisted upon its being | 


| done. And that whole defeat of the American 


army there occurred with the full knowledge of 
this fact upon the part of the generals in command. 
And when they still insisted upon marching upon 
Manassas, they did it with the full knowledge that 
Beauregard had been reinforced by Johnson, and 
against the protest of the President of the United 
States. 

That, sir, is the fact in reference to this matter. 
It is a fact that I stated in the special session of 
Congress. It was not denied then, and it cannot 
be successfully denied now. 

Mr. COVODE. Dol understand the gentleman 
to say that General Patterson had telegraphed to 
General Scott that Johnson had eluded him? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir; on Friday 
or Saturday preceding the battle of Bull Run. 

Mr. COVODE. Well, Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
explain the matter, but | simply say to the gentle- 
man from Missouri that he is mistaken. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. And the gentleman 
from Missouri says he is not mistaken. He knows 
as much in reference to this matter as the gentle- 
man upon the committee on the conduct of the 
war, and has as high authority for what he states 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania has. 

Mr. COVODE. I say that General Patterson 
never telegraphed any such thing to General Scott. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I should like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, who seems to understand 
this whole matter, one question. According to my 
understanding, General Johnson did go to Ma- 
nassas in advance of the battle of Bull Run, leaving 
some four thousand of his men at Winchester, 
and that this last body of troops, under General 
Smith, came down on the cars, arrived at Manas- 
sas at the most important crisis, and turned the 
tide of the battle. I believe that the current his- 
tory of the day is that General Johnson was upon 
the ground with a portion of his forces as early as 
Friday, but that an important part of his forces 
had been left behind at Winchester, which eluded 
the vigilance of Patterson on Sunday, and arrived 
at the field of battle about three o’clock on that 
day. 

| would ask the gentleman from Missouri if this 
is not correct. It accounts more satisfactorily to 
my mind for the defeat ofour army on that occa- 
sion than the presence or conduct of members of 
Congress. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. My information is 
that General Patterson did report that there wer 
nearly forty thousand men at Winchester, but 
there is no other man upon the face of the earth 
who believes that there was one half that num- 
ber of men there. General Patterson reported to 
the Government that there were between thirty 
and forty thousand men at Winchester, under Gen- 
eral Johnson, when there was not half of that 
number there, and never had been. But General 
Patterson had thirty thousand men under him 
with which he could have coped and defeated all 
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the force which Johnson had. Buthe did not do 
it. Finally, h® reported to the President on Fri- 
day night that—or if not Friday, on Saturday, cer- 
tainly—there is no mistake about it—General 
Johnson’s forces had eluded him and had gone to 
reinforce the columns of Beauregard at Manassas. 
There is no mistake about it. The genldemen of 
the committee on the conduct of the war need not 
deny it, because itis so. Itis a fact which can- 
not be gotten over by them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Will the gentleman give 
his authority? : 

Mr. GOOCH. Will the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky yield to me-—— 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. My speech will be likea 
bed-quilt, all patched over with the speeches of 
other gentlemen. [Laughter.] 

Mr.GOOCH. Do 1 understand the gentleman 
from Missouri to say that General Scott had the 
information from General Patterson that General 
Johnson had eluded him? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir; General 
Patterson. 

Mr. GOOCH. I think that the gentleman from 
Missouri is mistaken; and I would like to know 
on what authority be makes the statement? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I know the fact. | 
desire to be as particular as possible. I know that 
the President and General Scott were advised of 
the fact by General Patterson himself. 

Mr. BINGHAM. When? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have stated sev- 
eral times. It was Friday or Saturday previous 
to the battle. The President went to Ggneral Scott 
—I do not know whether he protested ut he sug- 
gested the propriety of waiting until General Pat- 
terson could be here with his forces, inasmuch as 
Johnson had eluded him. General Scott disre- 
garded the suggestion. He disregarded the wish 
and advice of the President on the subject. The 
military commander at thattime, sir, broughtupon 
us the disaster which befell our arms at Bull Run 

Mr. GOOCH. I think it possible that the Pres 
identof the United States might have been in pos- 
session of the information to which the gentleman 
from Missouri refers; but I think I know that he 
did not receive thatinformation from General Pat- 
terson in any way whatever. The fact may have 
been telegraphed to the papers in Philadelphia, 
and from there it may have been telegraphed here 
The President may have had a knowledge of it; 
but Ido not think that General Patterson ever sent 
it to him, or to anybody else in Washington. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I supposed that Gen- 
eral Patterson had done that much of his duty, at 
least. 

Mr. GOOCH. It is not safe to presume that a 
man always does his duty. He may fail some- 
times. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. But I supposed that 
he had done that much at least. 

Mr. GOOCH. If thatis what the gentleman 
rests his statement on, then | may come to a dif 
ferent conclusion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have come to the 
conclusion that he has not done any part of his 
duty. 

Mr. GOOCH. Then I do not see why the gen- 
tleman asserts that he sent this information. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I assert it from in 
formation that I have on the subject. 

Mr. COVODE. From whom? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman had 


better call me before his secret committee. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Ifthe House will pardon. 


me, I would like this subject to go over; and if 
some gentleman will move to adjourn, we may 
take this matter up fresh on Monday. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. DIVEN. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I decline to withdraw it. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn, there being, on a division—ayes 40, 
noes 53. 

Mr. DIVEN. 
yield to me. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. The House seems dis- 
posed to settle this question of the battle of Ma- 
nassas this evening, and I presume that I had better 
go on. 

Mr. DIVEN. Asthis is probably the Inst day 


that the military eritics of this House will have 


I appeal to the gentleman to 
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an opportunity of criticising the conduct of the 


Army, after the news from Ha lleek in Missouri, 
and f1 n our Army all over the c maint Te hone 
that the gentleman from Kentucky will give them 


a tui if. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Iam willing to let them 
houlder their musket 
battle, for which they show so much aptitude. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. 1 desire to put a 


question to the gentleman from Missouri. It is 
this: I have heard,and I wish the gentleman from 
Missouri to say whether it has come to his knowl- 
edge, that General Patterson, as late as Saturday 

ning, so far from following the force of General 
Johnson, which had eluded him, teleeraphed her 
for reinforcements in order to hold his position? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I never heard that 
G ral Patterson had the audacity to do that 

ing J] never knew that it was any part of the 
not ymings of General Patterson toa k for re- 
inforcements when he had double the men under 
him that Johnson had. I have never seen any 
man who couid prove that G ral Patterson had 
ever put himself in danger. That has never been 


satisfactorily proved against him. Nor that he 


W even willit to put himst “in danger. 

1 say to the House, what I believe to be true, 
that General Patterson telegraphed to General 
Scott that General Johnson had eluded him. I 
believe that that was tel graphed on Friday. If 


cert (m wasonSaturday. That 
fact was well known here. The President of the 
United States sugvest d to General Scott not to 
move against the enemy until the army here could 
ve reinfof®ed by the army of General Patterson. 
I know that to be true. But General Scott per- 
sisted in making the fight. General Scott moved 
the troops against Manassas under the prot st of 
the Presidentand the Secretary of War. I know 
that to be true; and I know that the whole dis- 
aster was — rhtabout by our then commander- 
n-chief. [asserted it five months ago, and no 
man could be found in the House to deny it. It 
h never been successfully controverted, in the 
House or out of it. : 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire to ask 
10 tleman from Missouri if the Secretary of 
War, General Cam pues ee this city. | 
at the time of the protest of the President 


noton Friday, it 


i 


an ron 


Ge phy a 40 Sebinla the refers? 
Mr. oe R, of Missouri. I believe that he 
was ont her side of the river. He came back 
poe y up reinforcements. He was on the 
other side of the river accompanying the army; 
but he soon came back, and ordered reinforce- 
ments. 
KELLOGG, of Illinois. I wanted to fix 
he time. General Cameron was at Centreville on 


gentle- 


ral Johnson, with his eight 


Saturday. Il would like to know from the 
man at what time Gen 


tho nd me arrived at Manassas? Il understood 
the centleman to say he was thereatthe beginning 
of the battle At what time « xactly did General 
eee oes 


. BL ALR, of Missouri. I was not one of 


the ubiortunate members ol Congress who were 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The gentleman 
stated that it was known that General Johnson 
was there at the beginning of the firht. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I tell the centleman 


itit was known here. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Missouri. At what time 
does the gentleman state it was k wh th it John- 

yn, With his eight thousand men, was at Ma- 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
nilemanwhatlhave 
it was kn Whi ¢ 


I will state to the 
alrea ly State d tothe Hk use 
Iriday by telegraph from Gen- 
| Patterson—if not on Friday,on Saturday—to 
the President or General Scott, that General John- 
son had eluded him, and was on his wi Ly to Ma- 
nassas, ILdonotstate at what time they got there 
and I do not pretend to say. Bia 
Mr a eeaerence 0 See is. I understood the 
entleman to say tl 
annstioniar tied im 
say so. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Misso I did not state that. 
I said that General Patterson had telegraphed to 


Washington that General Johnson had eluded 


’ 


t General Johnson was there 
tl suppose in did not mean 


m, and was on his way to Manassas—had t 
raphed itto General Scott: and thatthe President 
protested against the movement of the army 


THE 


s and go upon the field of 


jecting very strangely, in order 


C ONGRE 


arainst M. ine Si ialeal P; atterson could be beought 
here to reinforce our troops. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I am glad the 
gentleman has made that explanation, for I un- 
derstood him to say that it was known that John- 
son was there at the commencement of this fight. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman is 
mistaken. 

Mr. COVODE. Will the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky vield to me to set this thing right? 

Mr. COX. |! object to any further yielding. 

Mr. E LAIR, of Missouri. I have inmy hand 
the statement | made in August. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Objection is made; 
and the gentleman from Kentuc ky is entitled to 
thi floor. 

Mr. COX. | insist upon my objection. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I want to read to 
the Llouse the statement I made. 

Mr. COVODE. Lask the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to yield to me to set this matter right. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Objection is made; 
and the Chair must enforce the rule. The gentle- 
men from Kentucky is upon the floor. ; 

Mr. COX. I withdraw my objection, so far as 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Biatr] is con- 
cerne d. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I yield to the gentleman 
from Missouri, to read what he has in his hand. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have in my hand 
the debate which took place on the Ist of August, 
after the battle of Bull Run, when I spoke in reply 
to some remarks whith werethenmade. On that 
occasion I said: 


Speaker—— 


** But I go further, in reference to what occurred prior to 
that battle, and say that the President, atter he had informa 
tion that General Johnson had escaped through the hands 
of General Patterson and had joined General Beauregard on 
Friday evening, went to General Scott and suggested the 
propriety of waiting until Patterson’s corps could come up 
and reinforce the army that was then before Manassas; but 
so firmly fixed was General Scott’s determination to attack 
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the enemy then and there, that the President’s suggestion 


was disregarded. The Secretary of War also returned from 
the field before the battle, and endeavored to induce Gen- 
eral Scott to send forward reinforcements ; he urged itagain 
ind again; and finally succeeded in having five regiments 
sent, two of which reached Centreville before the retreat 
commenced. [ make these statements, and I make them 
for the purpose of preventing General Scott from being ex- 
hibited to the country, as has been attempted to be done 
by his friends, as assailing the President and his Adminis- 
tration.’’ 


That is the statement I made then, and I state 
now in addition, that nobody could be found in 
this House, or outside of this House, to controvert 
that statement. 

Mr. COVODE. 
matter. 


Mr. COX. ] obje 


I insist now on correcting this 


Mr. COVODE. The gentleman from Ohio is 


obj ec ting very 
The SPEAKER protempore. Objection is made, 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania is out of 
ord r. 
Mr. COVODE, (amid cries of ‘* Order !’’ from 
the Chair and the House.) The gentleman is ob- 
to prevent the 





truth a ‘be ing brought out. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [| appeal to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky to permit the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to e xplain. Let us have the whole 
statement, that we may have a fair understanding 
of this subject. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would 
state to the gentleman from Illinois that it is not 
in the power of the gentleman from Kentucky to 
yield, if any member objects. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I shall not yield any 
further. 

Mr. DUNN. Iask the gentleman from Ken- 
ucky to yield to me that I may introduce a res- 
olution about horse contracts. ‘ [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX. On Monday we can ventilate all 
this thing. 

Mr. COVODE. Doesthe gentleman from Ohio 
object to my making an explanation? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
objects to all interruptions. 

Mr. fe OX. I made no specific objection. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Ihopethe gentle »man from 
Ohio will withdraw all obj yje ction. We want to 
hear the whole matter. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw it. 

Mr. COVODE. The floor has been yielded to 
me by the gentleman from Kentucky. 


February 14. 


Mr. CRAVENS. Will the gentleman 
me to say a few words? ; 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. To whom do 
the gentleman from Kentucky yield? 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I yield to the gentlem, 
from Indiana. 

Mr. COVODE. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. CRAVEN I understand the gentlema, 
from Kentucky yi elds the floor tome. I wow { 
not claim it at his hand, or at the hands of th 
House, were it not for the fact that the gentleman 
has alluded to members of Congress being com 
plicated with the unfortunate retreat or defeat ot 
our army at Manassas. I know he does not make 
that remark through any feeling of unkindness 
but from being impressed, no doubt, from the 
newspaper statements at the time, that members 
of Congress were mixed up with that retreat, and 
were, to a degree, responsible for it. I therefor, 
take this occasion to say to that gentleman, ina 
frankness and kindness, so far as one member of 
Congress is concerned, myself—being unfor 
nately present on that occ ‘asion—that the charg 
is without truth, or without foundation. I can 
say this also for some of my colleagues who wer 
present upon that occasion. I am not prepared 
to make the same statement in regard to all | 
members of Congress there, for I have no knowl- 
edge in reference to them; but my impressi on is 
that there is no truth in the charge, that members 
of Congress were responsible for that retre 
My colleague [Mr. Voorneegs] from Indiana i 
given to you what I believe to be the truth in r 
erence to the matter—that General Johnson cam 
upon the field of battle at a critical moment, and 
through the influence of his forces, coming at thy 
crisis they did, that retreat and defe vat was caus 

As far as I am individually concerne d—an d 1 
would not upon this occasion, had it not been her- 
alded through all the papers, allude to myself— 
having found myself in thatc ondition, I felt it 
duty to partic ipate, so far as a civilian could p 
tic ipate, in resisting the unfortunate state of a 
fairs that was brought upon the American Army 
and I undertake to say there is no man who was 
there will pretend to say that a member of 
House, myself included, did not do all a civili 
could do to arrest it. I did not participate in that 
flight. I neither ran nor followed the army. | 
remained at Centreville until the next mornin® 
I say more than that. I say our men fou; ght ! 
bly and gallantly, the volunteers especially, 
thatoccasion. T the truth of this whole matter hi: 
not been known asa general thing. Mr. Swans, 


aliow 


lam to be ruled outall around 





my 


my colleague from Indiana, Mr. Lane, of the Sen- 


ate, and a number of other Congressmen, tried t 
rally the troops to do their duty. The charg 
though innocently made, goes into history; and 
it is that members of Congress participated « 
are responsible for that retreat. My humble judg- 
ment is that they are not. 

Mr. COVODE. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. As the gentleman is 2 
member of-the committee of investigation, he w! 
have ample opportunity to investigate the facts 
3ut I have no objection if the House will ie lg 

| him. 

Mr. COVODE. I do not intend to say anything 
that will complicate the committee of which | : 

a member, so I will relieve the gentleman fr 
Kentucky upon that score. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. If the gentleman is going 
to argue about his committee 1 object to 1 
{Laughter.] 
Mr. COVODE. With the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bratr] I have no issue whatever, as (0 
the number of troops at Winchester. ‘The num 
| ber of troops appear to have been represented as 
being forty thousand. The gentleman from Mis 

| Sourl represents there were not half that num 
In that respect I have no issue with him; but 
regard to the telegraphic dispatch from Genera 
Patterson, I have been astonished that the gentle- 
man from Missouri has persisted so long in arg 








|| ing with gentleman upon this floor who had th 


hands tied, and were not in a position to ans 
him, when it was boldly asserted by them | tl 
that dispatch was never sent by General Pa 
|son. The gentleman from Missouri says it wes 
sent by General Patterson. General Patterson did 


| not know on Saturday, the last day the gentlema! 
refers to, that General Johnson had eluded ! 
| He knew nothing about it. 
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Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The substance of | 
my statement was, that information was received || 
here. . e.s 

Mr. COVODE. The gentleman said positively 
that General Patterson telegraphed to General 
Scott. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I believe he did. || 
| 


Mr. COVODE. The gentleman has substituted 
his belief, and introduced it here as a matter of 
fact. The gentleman has asked to be brought | 
before the committee for the purpose of giving in- 
formation with regard to whom he received this || 
informationfrom. I cannot tell what information 
we obtained before that committee. I only rose 
to set the matter right. The gentleman was labor-. 
ing under a mistake, and I knew it; and I would 
not get up and deny the statement he has made 
if I did not know that he was wrong. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The question of 
interest before the House is, whether the Presi- | 
dent and the commander-in-chief of the Army 
knew of the escape of Johnson to Manassas. 

Mr. COVODE. If we are going into reports 
of that kind, we have a report that a telegraphic 
dispatch was sent from some person—not from 
General Patterson—on Saturday, to the effect that 
General Johnson had eluded General Patterson, 
and was on his way to Manassas; but that dis- | 
patch, according to the report, never reached 
General Cameron or the commander-in-chief until 
Sunday morning. ; 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. ‘That is the point 
on which the gentleman and I differ. That dis- 
patch did arrive on Friday night, and whether it 
came from General Patterson or not, it did come 
in such an authentic shape, that the President of 
the United States put trust in it, and went to 
General Scott, and protested against the movement 
of the army. That is the point I wish to make. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
definite and fixed ideas about all this transaction, 
but I find that I have not. I should like toask a 
question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- | 
man from Kentucky yield te the gentleman from 
Illinois? 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I yield with the under- 
standing that it is not to be taken out of my time. 
[Laughter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Kentucky has eight minutes of his hour left. 
|Laughter. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Well, the gentleman from 
Illinois may have my eight minutes, and | will 
take another opportunity to make the remarks | 
which [ intended to make. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. From these various and 
complicated statements, I have come to doubt | 
whether I have any information about this mat- 
ter, and I have risen for thé purpose of asking 
this question: whether there was a battle fought 
at Bull Run agall? For these stories have really 
so completely upset all the views and notions that 
1 had upon the subject that I doubt whether there 


I thought I had some || 


| vice require it. 


Of the above horses, five hundred are required for cavalry 


| and nine hundred and fifty for artillery. 


DESCRIPTION OF HORSES REQUIRED. 
Cavalry Horses. 
From fifteen to sixteen hands in height; between five and 


| eight years ofage; ofdark colors ; well broken to the saddle ; 


compactly built, and free from all defects. 
Artillery Horses. 
To be from fifteen and a half to sixteen hands in height; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


between five and eight years of age; dark colors; free from | 
all defects; well broken to harness, and to weigh not less | 


than eleven hundred pounds. 
The horses will be inspected by a board of officers de 
tailed from the regiments requiring them. 


The undersigned reserves the privilege of rejecting each | 


and every bid, should he consider the interests of the ser 
STEWART VAN VLEIT, 
Brigadier General and Quartermaster. 

Therefore, 

Resolved, That the committee on Government contracts 
be directed to inquire what other notice, if any, has been 
given for proposals of this kind; what reason, if any, ex 
ists why the time for reeeiving proposals should have been 


made so brief; and whether it is possible for the Govern- | 
ment to procure the horses advertised for on reasonable | 


terms on such short notice. 


Mr. GOOCH obtained the floor. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
Massachusetts to yield for a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. GOOCH. 
probably not a quorum in the House, and for that 
reason I yield. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that the House do 


|| now adjourn. 


I ask the gentleman from 


I am informed that there is | 


The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at | 


| five minutes after five o’clock, p. m.) the House 
; adjourned until Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 17, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- | 


rial of Robert Sutton, of Cherry Valley township, 
Otsego County, State of New York, praying for 
the total abolition of slavery throughout the coun- 


| try; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


‘Mr. HARLAN presented a letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands of the Senate, transmit- 
ting a copy of the opinion of the Attorney General 


| of the 11th instant, in relation to the recently dis- 
| covered*coal mines in California, and of the legis- 


lation which he deems appropriate to protect the 
interests of the country; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HOWARD presented the petition of John 


I’. Driggs and one hundred and forty-nine others, 


| loyal citizens of Saginaw and northern Michigan, 
| praying for an appropriation for a military road 


was a battle fought there at all. | 


Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia. 
House do now adjourn. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I appeal to the gentleman 


from Virginia to withdraw that motion for a mo- 
ment. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia. 


I move that the 


I withdraw it. 


CONTRACTS’ FOR HORSES. 1) 


Mr. HOLMAN obtained the floor. 
Mr. DUNN. Lappeal to my colleague to yield 
to me for a moment. I desire to offer a resolution 
in reference to horse contracts. | 

Mr. HOLMAN, | yield to my colleague. 

Mr. DUNN, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 


Whereas the following advertisement appeared in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of yesterday : 


HORSES WANTED FOR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

Sealed proposals for tie delivery in Washington city of 
one thousand four hundred and filty cavalry and artillery 
horses for the United States Government will be received 
at the office of Colonel D. H. Rucker, depot quartermaster 
in this city, until twelve m., on Monday, the 17th instant. 

These horses will be purchased in lots not exceeding two 
hundred each, and no bids will be entertained fora greater 
number from any one person. 

No bid will be entertained that is not indorsed by two re- 
sponsible persons, who will guaranty that the bidder will 
comply with his proposition, if it should be accepted. 

_ Twenty-five days will be given from the opening of the | 
bids for the completion of the delivery of the horses. 


from Saginaw river in that State to the straits of 
Mackinaw; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, praying for the total abolition of sla- 
very throughout the country; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of Charles B. 
Underhill, praying compensation for the burning 
of his vessel, the schooner Cecilia, while sailing 
along the coast of Louisiana, by order of Cap- 
tain Cicero Price, of the United States steamship 
Huntsville; which was referred to the Committe: 
on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of New 


| York, praying that the office and dignity of a full 


|| major general may be conferred upon General 


John E. Wool, and that his rank as such take 
effect from the time when hiscommission of major 
general by brevet bears date; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia, 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. LATHAM, from the Committee on Mil- 


| itary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 


ferred the petition of P. McD. Collins, praying 


| a survey of the North Pacific, with a view to an 


overland telegraph communication with Europe, 
via Asiatic Russia, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied bya bill (S. No. 205) to authorize the survey 
of a route for telegraphic communication between 
the city of San Francisco, in the State of Califor- 


| nia,and the Amoorriver, in Eastern Asia. The 


bill was read, and passed to a second reading; and 
the report was ordered to be Printed. 
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Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 
suildings and Grounds, who were by a resolution 
- . . . ‘ 
of the Senate instructed to inquire into the sub- 


ject, reported a joint resolution (S. No. 50) trans- 


ferring the sepervision of the Capitol extension 
and the erection of the new dome to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. McDOUGALL submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
conseat, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerc? be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a collection 
disyict at Eureka, in Humboldt county, California, and 
report as to the same, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, gave notice 
of his intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to 
authorize the Prestdent to distribute medals to 
privates in the Army of the United States who 
shall distinguish themselves in battle. 


WASHINGTON AND OREGON WAR DEBT. 
Mr. NESMITH. I move to pestpone all prior 


orders, and that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of joint resolution No, 25. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 25) prescribing the mode of pay- 
ing the awards authorized by the act of 2d March, 
1861, fer settling the Washington and Oregon war 
debt, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It authorizes and directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in settling the claims arising 
under the act of 2d March, 1861, ** to provide for 
the payment of expenses incurred by the Terri- 
tories of Washington and Oregon, in the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostittties therein, in the years 
1855 and 1856,’’ to allow interest upon the claims 
from the date of the passage of the act, when they 
are paid in the time bonds of the United States. 

Mr. NESMITH. | ask the Secretary to read 
the report of the Committee on Military Affairs 
on the subject, which accompanies the joint res- 
olution. 


The Secretary read the following report: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
Senate joint resolution No. 25, fixing the time from which 
interest shall be allowed on the awards of the Third Au 
ditor of the Treasury Department in payment of the Oregon 
and Washington Territory war debt, have had the same 
under consideration, and respecttully submit the following 
report: 

The act of Congress approved March 2, 1861, entitled 
** An act to provide for the payment of expenses incurred 
by the Territories of Washington and Oregon in the sup 
pression of Indian hostilities therein in the years 1855 and 
1856,’ appropriates the sum of $2,800,000 for the purposes 
designated by the act. 

rhe act further provides that the volunteers who served 
in the wars of 1855 and 1856 should receive the same pay 
and allowances as were paid to officers and soldiers of equal 
grade at that period in the Army of the United States, and 
that claims tor services, supplies, transportation, &c., 
should be paid upon the principle and agreeably to the rates 
for services, supplies, transportation; &c., allowed and re 
ported by the Third Auditor of the ‘Treasury in his report 
of February 7, 1860. 

Thus it will be perceived that the act making an appro 
priation for services rendered and for supplies furnished 
trom four to five years previously, contained the most strin 
gent provisions and safeguards against the possibility of 
payments being made at rates higher than the current cash 
rates at the time the liabilities were contracted. 

The same act, by its fourth section, provides that the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury may, if he deem it expedient, 
issue to the claimants bonds of the United States, of a de 
nomination notless than fifty dollars, redeemable in twenty 
years, and bearing interest at the rate of six per cent, per 
annum. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in the exercise of the di 
cretion conferred upon him by the act, has seen proper to 
pay the claimants in bonds which are trom ten to fifteen 
per cent. below par, thus making an unjust discrimination 
between the claimants and other publie creditors. 

‘The Secretary has also adopted a rule that interest Mall 
only run from the Ist January and Ist July preceding the 
time when the claimants file the evidences ot their claims. 

Inasmuch as the act of Congress explicitly provides that 
those claims, if paid in bonds, shall draw six per cent. in 
terest, your committee are of opinion that the proper time 
from which interest should be computed is the date of the 
approval of the act recognizing the validity of the claims as 
being then due, and providing for the payment of interest 
thereon. The committee report back the resolution, with 
out amendment, and recommend that it do pass. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment. 

Mr. HALE. Who reports that resolution ? 

Mr. NESMITH. The Committee on Military 
Affairs. Mr. President, perhaps it is proper that 
I should make a very brief explanation of this 
case. As the report sets forth, money was appro- 
priated at the last Congress to pay these claims. 


quer 


es 
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There are ample funds already appropriated to 
pay all the debt. The only question that now 
ari between the claimants and the Department 
is the time when the interest shall commence. The 
} lutiondoes not contemplate appropriating any 
more money, but merely fixes the mode of pay- 


ment, and the 
menee,. 

Mr. HALE. Is it the one you showed me? 

Mr. NESMITH. Yes, sir; the same resolution 
that I sh6wed you. 

Mr. HALE. Then I am satisfied. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be encrossed 
for a third reading, and was read the third time. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. [should like to hear that 


resoiution re id. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be again 
read, 

The Secret ry re id it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Does that come from a 
ommittee sr 


Mr. NESMITH. It 
tec on Mul lary J 
is a report which the Secretary has just read. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tom to pay interest on 

Mr. NESMITH. I will state that the original 
ict authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to 
use his discretion whether the claims should be 
paid in money at the Treasury or in bonds run- 
ning twenty years, at six per cent. interest. These 
claims had before that all passed your auditing 
department,and had been cut down from one third 


such claims. 


time at which interest shall com- | 


comes from the Commit- | 
ffairs,and accompanying it there | 


It has not been the cus- | 


to one half; the Third Auditor had reported the 
claims to Congress, and upon his report an ap- | 
propriation was made to pay the amount. The 


appropriation was somewhat in excess of the 


claims as allowed by him. As I before stated, the | 


ot left it discretionary with the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to pay any amount thus found due in 


the Third Auditor’s report in money, or in bonds 
running twenty years. TheSecretary ofthe Treas- 


ury adopted the mode of payment in time bonds. 
he consequence was, that after having suffered 


a diminution of their claims of from one third to | 


half, the claimants were compell d to suffer 


nother diminution in the shape of a discount on 


e bonds of fifteen per 


per 


cent. below par. 
ury adopted the rule that interest should be al- 


lowed from the Ist of January or Ist of July pre- | 


? 
ceding the time when the claimants made appli- 
cation here, and filed the duplicate certificates 
which were issued to them. 


template 


This resolution con- 
s that interest shall be computed from the 


passage of the act, that being the time when the 


laims were recognized and considered to be due, 


and whenthe appropriation was made byCongress. 


We ask that interest be allowed from the passage || 


of the act, and not any time prior to that, up to 
the Ist of January or the Ist of July, at which 
the interest has commenced. We ask for no ad- 

appropriation, but only payment in that 
1 The Committee on Military Affairs have 
had the subject under consideration, and have 
reported the joint resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It has never been cus- 
tomary to allow interest from a time previous to 
the making of the application and the filing of the 
claim. This is introducing entirely a new prin- 
ciple in the settlement of our claims. 

Mr. NESMITH. I will state, if the Senator 
will allow me, that there has been a misappre- 
hension about that. The claims were filed two 
years before the appropriation was made, The 


ditional! 
way. 


THE 


This resolution makes no additional appropria- 
tion; it does not appropriate one additional cent. 


cent., they being fifteen || 
The Secretary of the Treas- | 


Seeretary put his decision in the matter on the | 


ground that the claimants should only draw in- 
terest from the time they presented the duplicates 
here; not from the time of presenting the claims. 
The claims had already been presented and acted 
on. Some of these duplicates are in the hands of 
the real claimants; 


ferred, and some have been lost. The construc- 


uon of the Secretary of the Treasury favors the | 
peculators, the parties who had accumulated the | 
claims, and had them here to present them early, | 


und drew interest from the time of presentatiqn. 
lt is a construction against bona fide claimants in 
Oregon, who had not the opportunity of ascer- 
taining the mode and manner of presentation, 


Chat construction operates against them and in | 


favor of the speculators. All we now ask is, that 


some of them have been trans- | 
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payment shall be made from the time that Con- 


GLOBE, 


rress, after having all the accounts before them, | 


recognized the whole of them; that is, after they 
had been cut down by the Third Auditor, and 
made the appropriation. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. When did the act pass? 
Mr. NESMITH. It passed onthe 2d of March, 
1861. The resolution will make a difference of 
three months’ interest, I think, in the aggregate. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. How much is the gross 


amount allowed ? 


Mr. NESMITH. The gross amount is 
$2,800,000. ‘That is the gross amount appropri- 


ated, being more than sufficient to pay the claims. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. What will be the amount 
of interest on that? What difference does this 
resolution make? 
Mr. NESMITH. I can only make an approxi- 
mate statement, because I do not know the exact 


amount presented prior to July; but I think the | 
aggregate amount covered by this resolution, is | 


interest on $2,000,000 for three months. I think 
that is the amount. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have very great doubts 
about the propriety of taking this subject out of 
the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury. I will 
suggest to the Senator whether he will not strike 
out the words *‘ and direct,’ 
will be authorized to make this allowance in cases 
where it shall appear to him to be just. 


*so thatthe Secretary | 


Mr. NESMITH. I will state further, that after | 


that act passed I went to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. There was then great confusion here, 
and it was impossible to getanything. I wasgoing 
to Oregon. ‘The people of Oregon were pressing 
me to know what provision was made for these 
claims, and how they were to be paid. I went to 
the Secretary with my then colleague, Colonel 
Baker. We had an interview with the Secretary, 
and he told us he would allow the interest from 
the passage of the act. I so wrote to the people 
of Oregon, and after I returned there last April, I 
stated that that was the construction of the Treas- 
ury Department. When I came back here in the 
summer I found that the Secretary had adopted 
a different rule. I went to him, and in conversa- 


tion with him reminded him of his former decis- | 


ion in the case. He admitted that he had so de- 
cided at the time; but he said, without giving any 
very good reason for it, as I thought, that he had 
concluded to adopt a different rule. We are not 
only deprived of our interest, but we are deprived 
of fifteen per cent. by the depreciation of the bonds. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The probability is, that 
he could not go any further under the act. This 
is a very unusual course to take to direct the pay- 
ment of interest in such cases under an act. 

Mr. NESMITH. I accept the amendment to 


the resolution, suggested by the chairman of the 


Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It will be necessary then 
to reconsider the vote by which it was ordered to 
a third reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be so modified by unanimous consent; and the 
words ** authorized in his discretion’’ will be in- 
serted in place of ‘‘ authorized and directed.”’ 
(** Agreed.’’] 

The joint resolution was passed. 

CAPTURE OF FORT DONELSON AND SAVANNAZL,. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire to interrupt 
the proceedings of the Senate one moment to have 
a dispatch read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the communication will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

“General MeClellan at noon received a dispatch from 
Cairo, announcing arrival there this morning of gunboat 


Carondelet, bringing news of the capture of Fort Donelson 
yesterday by the land forces of the United States. Fifteen 


| thousand prisoners taken, including Generals Johnston and 


Buckner. Floyd escaped. 
on both sides. ‘ 
“General McClellan had the dispatch read at the War 
Department, and authorized Mr. Courax to state it to the 
House on his authority.” 
[Applause in the galleries. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Renewed applause. 
Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair rules 
that that is neither applauding or censuring a 
Senator. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


That is all right. 





I wish to say that in addition 


to this intelligenceWA saw a dispatch a short time 


{Laughter.] Very heavy loss | 


| considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


| the northern district of New York. 





February 17, 


ago at the Navy Department, coming through re}! 
sources, stating that Savannah, in the State of 
Georgia, had also fallen. (Great applause in th, 
a 

Mr. FOOT subsequently rose and said: I hojq 
in my hand a dispatch from a rebel source to th 
associated press, in reference to the recent victo. 
ries at the South, which I ask may be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The dispatch wi) 
be read, if there be no objection. 

Mr. HALE. It requires unanimous consent. 
[Laughter. } 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

“The Old Point steamboat, which arrived at Baltimor: 
to-day, brings the following: 

*“ By a flag of truce from Norfolk, we hear that For 
Donelson surrendered to General Grant. Generals PilJow 
Floyd, Johnston, and Buckner were taken, together wit) 
fifteen thousand prisoners. 

‘We are also intormed that fighting has been going op 
near Savannah, and that city has probably been captured.” 

[Applause in the galleries. ] 

Mr. FOSTER. [inquire whether it is in order 
to cheer rebel reports. [Laughter.] 

COURTS IN NORTHERN NEW YORK. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move to postpone all prio: 
orders for the purpose of taking up Senate bil] 
No. 128, to change and regulate the terms of tive 
circuit and district courts of the United States, jp 


It isa bill of 
local interest, which will excite no debate. [ts 


| only public interest is that it will save the Goy- 


ernment some eight or ten thousand dollars of th. 
expense of holding unnecessary courts. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
It pro- 
vides for holding a term of the circuit and district 


| courts at the United States court-room in Canan- 


| district court, or in both courts. 


| that the judges may hold special terms, givi 


daigua on the third Tuesday in January; at thy 
United States court-room in Utica on the second 
Tuesday in March; at the United States court- 
room in Oswego on the second Tuesday in May; 


| at the United States court-room in Buffalo on the 


second Tuesday in July; and at the City Hall in 
Albany on the third Tuesday in October; and a 
term in Plattsburg and Ogdensburg, alternately, 
in one on the second Wednesday in September, 
1862, and in the other on the second Wednesday 
in September, 1863, and so on. It also provides 
notice by advertisement in the State paper of 
New York. 

The bill provides for the summoning of grand 
and petit jurors to serve on either the circuit 
It provides for 
the return of process to the new term days with 
the same effect as if no change were made. 


Mr. HARRIS. I move to amend the first sec- 


| tion by striking out the following words: 


And the judges of the said courts may appoint and hold 


| special terms thereof at the places above specified, or at 
| any other places in said district, whenever it shall by them 


be deemed necessary or expedient. Sdch appointments 


| shall be made under the hands of said judges, and notice 
|| thereof shall be published in the State paper of the State ol 








| sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


New York once in each week for four weeks prior to the 
commencement of such special terms. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time. It was read the third time, and passed 


COMPENSATION OF REVENUE OFFICERS. 
Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- 


merce, to whom was referred a joint resolution 10 


regard to the compensation of officers engaged in 


| the collection of the revenue, have directed me to 


report it back with a recommendation that it pass, 


| and as it is very short and will occupy no time, 


I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to pass 
it now. 


By unanimous consent, the joint resolution (». 


No. 36) limiting the compensation of collectors of 


the customs, naval officers, and other officers em- 
ployed in the collection of the customs, 7 con- 
t pro- 
vides that the compensation of a collector of the 
customs, naval Officer, surveyor of the port, oF 


| other person employed in the collection of the 


customs, shall in no case exceed the sum of $10,000 


| for a year, including what may be received from 
| commissions, fines, forfeitures, penalties, and all 


other sources whatsoever. :. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
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without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
third reading, and it was read the third time, 
j pRLSHe d. 


t 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENTS. 


Mr. HARRIS. Two or three days ago I in- 
troduced a bill (S. No. 200) providing for the es- 
tablishment of provisional governments in certain 
-ases. It isa bill of considerable public interest, 
ind I move that it be printed, 

Mr. SUMNER. Has the bill been referred to 
L committee? 

Mr. HARRIS. It has been referred. 

Mr. SUMNER. And reported back? 

Mr. HARRIS. No, sir. I desire to have it 
printed before it is acted on. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection to printing 
the bill, but L want to make a single suggestion to 
the Senator from New York; and that is that the 
Committees on Territories of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and of the Senate have had several 
meetings for the discussion of this very subject, 
ind have bills before them relating to it. I would 
not take the Senator’s bill out of his hands; but 
{ would suggest to him whether, as the Commit- 

es on Territories have had several bills before 
them on the same subject, it would not be advis- 
able to discharge the Judiciary Committee from the 
‘consideration of this bill and refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. I have no feeling about it 
myself, not the slightest. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have had the pleasure of 
reading the bill introduced by the Senator from 
New York, and I concurred initentirely. I think 
it a very important and interesting measure. It 
seems to me that properly and logically it should 
goto the Committee on Territories. [ would not, 
of course, take from the Committee on the Judi- 
clary any business which properly belongs to it; 
butit seems to me that this properly belongs to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. HARRIS. Lhave no particular desire that 
the bill shall be considered by the Committce on 
the Judiciary. I regard it as a bill of great pub- 
lic interest; and my only objectis to have prompt 
action upon it. 1 thought that if it went to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, we might get a re- 


id 


port very soon upon it. ‘That was my only ob- | 


ject in having it referred to that committee. My 


fear is that if it goes to the Committee on Terri- | 


tories, it may slumber there a little too long; and 
that is the only objection I have to that sugges- 
tion. Ifthe Committee on Territories can act on 
it, and proceed promptly, I prefer that it should 
go there. 

Mr. HALE. ThoughI belong to the Commit- 
tee on Territories, I have not met with them on 
this subject; but I can inform the Senator that the 
Committee on Territories of the Senate, and the 
Committee on Territories of the House of Repre- 
sentatives have already had two joint special 
meetings on this very subject, and have bills be- 
ate to go to that committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to print the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. NowI move that the Committee | 


on the Judiciary be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 


Mr. DAVIS. I hope that motion will not pre- 


vail. I think the Committee on the Judiciary is 
the proper committee to have charge of this sub- 
ject, and I hope it will be permitted to remain with 


\ 
th 
Lilt 


rection that the Senator from New York desires. 
It seems to be appropriate to either committee. 

Mr. HALE. [have no feeling about it. 

Mr. HARRIS. I have no objection to its going 
to the Committee on Territories if we can secure 
a prompt report, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER subsequently said: I desire to 
move a recompideration of the vote changing the 
reference of the bill introduced by the Senator 
trom New York. I am satisfie@now that the 
change was made under a misapprehension, and 
l have the concurrence of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, who insisted upon the change of ref- 
erence, in my motion to reconsider. As the bill 
Was introduced by the Senator from New York, 
and he is a member of the Judiciary Committee, 


fore them at thistime. It seems to me appropri- | 


m. j 
Mr. ANTHONY. I hepe it will have the di- 


it has seemed to me and to others with whom I 
have conferred, that the bill should go to that 


that Senator to take charge of it. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 


|| the motion to change the former reference of the 


bill was rejected. It is therefore still before the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


CAVALRY ORGANIZATION. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 


of the cavalry forces was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the pending question being 
upon the amendment reported by the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, to strike out 
allafter the enacting clause of the original bill, and 
| inserting in lieu of it the following: 


That the cavalry forces in the service of the United States 
shall hereafter be organized as follows: each regiment of 
cavalry shall have one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, three 
majors, One surgeon, one assistant surgeon, one regimental 
adjutant, one regimental quartermaster, one regimental 
commissary, one veterinary surgeon, Whose compensation 
shall be seventy-five dollars per month, with the rank of a 
regimental sergeant major, one sergeant major, one quar 
termaster sergeant, one commissary sergeant, two hospital 


one chief trumpeter, and one chief farrier or blacksmith ; 


troops, and each company or troop shall have one captain, 
one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, and one acting 
or supernumerary second lieutenant, to be selected from 


| the non-commissioned officers of the respective regiments, | 


i] one first sergeant, one quartermaster sergeant, one com- 
missary sergeant, five sergeants, eight corporals, two team- 
sters, two farriers or blacksmiths, one saddler, one wag 

oner, and seventy-eight privates ; the regimental adjutants, 
the regimental quartermasters, and regimental commissa 

ries, to be taken from the first lieutenants of their respective 
regiments, but in which they shall continue in the line of 
promotion: Provided, 'That vacancies caused by this organ- 
ization shall not be considered as original, but shall be 
filled by regular promotion. 


|| the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected, under such regulations as he may establish, to re 

duce, by transfer, discharge, or otherwise, all the cavalry 
forces now in the service beyond Wty regiments, each of 
which regiments to be organized as provided for by this act. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I know nothing about 
| this organization, and presume it is all correct 
from its having been reported from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs; but I desire to ask the 
| chairman of that committee why the number of 
cavalry is not reduced below fifty regiments? 
From all Lhave heard in conversation with mili- 
tary officers, | should suppose that to be quite 
| too large a number. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I will say 


|| in regard to the plan of organization that it was || 


| devised by the officers connected with the cav- 
alry, approved by the War Department, and ap- 
proved by General McClellan as the best plan for 


ing over itcarefully, lam satisfied that itis a good 
plan. The regiments are made larger than they 
have been heretofore, and hence a few more offi- 
cers are needed, but | think it is cheaper than the 
old plan for the same number of men. 

Then, in regard to the reduction of these regi- 
|| ments, we have now seventy-seven volunteer cav- 


condition, armed, equipped, and mounted; others 
are mounted and not armed; some are armed and 
not mounted. The object is to reduce these sev- 
enty-seven regiments to fifty, to strike off twenty- 


of the service any surplus numbers that there 
may be after bringing the force down to fifty regi- 
ments. ‘This is a matter of judgment. Whether 





| for the Senate to say. Looking over the whole 


committee, and I believe it would be agreeable to | 


the bill (S. No. 153) for the better organization | 


stewards, one saddler sergeant, one veterinary sergeant, || 


and each regiment shall consist of twelve companies or | 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of 


the organization of the cavalry forces. On look- | 


alry regiments. Some of them are in a perfect | 


seven regiments, consolidate them, and muster out | 


itis best to have more or less than this number is | 


subject, taking everything into consideration, it | 
was thought best to have fifty regiments. I think 

we have now twelve or fourteen cavalry regiments | Say anything in regard to an Army matter, after 
connected with the army of the Potomac. They 


Mr. COLLAMER. 1 wish to inquire of the 
Senator if he is informed as to the fact whether 
the seventy-seven regiments contain seventy-seven 
thousand men, or what the number is. _ 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. As far as 
we are informed, these regiments do not contain 
seventy-seven thousand men, but the impression 
is that the number ts about sixty-eicht thousand. 

Mr. COLLAMER. This bill will leave sixty 
thousand. 7 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir, 
sixty thousand. If the Senate think sixty thou- 
sand too many, they can reduce the number. [tis 
a matter for them to decide. The plan is to make 
about twelve hundred men to each regiment, and 
| toenlarge the size of the regiments soas to diminish 


the expenses; because a large regiment does not 
cost so much as a small regiment, man for man. 
This plan provides for fifty cavalry regiments of 
twelve hundred men each, making altogether sixty 
thousand. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN., lean only say that Ihave 
a very strong impression derived from conversa- 
tion with military officers and others—I do not 
pretend that any weight ought to be given to my 
own judgment about it—that the cavairy force 
| here proposed is altogether too large. IL know that 
the late Secretary of War said to me that twenty 
| thousand cavalry were as many as could possibly 
be used, in his judgment. I do not know how 
much his judgment on military affairs might have 
been worth. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We want 
cavalry in the West. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have now what may 
be called three great armies. We have one here, 
one in Missouri, and in parts of other western 
| States connected with the department of Missouri; 
|| and we have one in Kentuck y. It strikes me that 
| ten cavalry regiments, connected directly and in- 
directly with each of these armies,are all that can 
be possibly necessary. ‘The proportion of cav 
alry here proposed is enormous to all our forces. 
We have in reality but five hundred thousand men 
authorized by law. That was all that was sup- 
posed to be necessary. That number has been 
exceeded, rathey by bad management, by careless- 
ness, than otherwise. 1 have not heard the opin- 
ion expressed by anybody that all these men can 
possibly be used. ‘These cavalry regiments cost 
\| us two millions of dollars or more a year—three 
|| times as much as infantry; certainly at least twice 
las much. The result will be that we shall have 
| to pay one hundred and twenty or one hundred 
and fifty millions a year for cavalry alone. I can- 
not suppose it to be possibly necessary. IL know 
that those connected with the cavalry arm of the 
service, and officers generally, are very much dis- 
posed to enlarge on the necessity of these things, 
for it is a splendid matter to have such a great 
proportion of cavalry. I am in favor of having 
enough of it. The first idea was, that we did not 
wantany. That was clearly a mistake. I move 
|| to strike down the number of regiments to thirty. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair omitted 
| at the precise time to call the attention of the Sen- 

ate, as it was his duty to do, to the special order 
| of the day. He doessonow. The special order 
'| of the day is Senate bill No. 175. 
| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
postpone that bill for a short time, until we dis- 
pose of this. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, I move to amend the 
| amendment of the committee in the fifth line -of 
the second section, by striking out ** fifty,’’ and 
inserting ** thirty,’’ so that the number of cavalry 
regiments shall be reduced to thirty. 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not know that I ought to 


| the rebuke that was administered to me here the 


have a number in Kentucky, 1 do not recollect || otherday; butit seems to me that the Senate ts not 


| ber shall be fifty, or whether it shall be increased 


that the cavalry forces ought to be reduced from 


seventy-seven to fifty regiments, and that that 
will make about the proper force necessary for the 


Army. The committee concur‘n that opinion. 








or still further reduced. The opinion of those 
| who have examined the subject wary closely is 


how many. According to this plan, the fifty regi- | prepared just at this time to pass on this bill at 
ments are to be assigned, in proper proportions, 
to the various armies in the field, and fifty was 
considered to be the proper number. It is for the 
Senate, however, to determine whether the num- 


all, and especially not to adopt this amendment. 
We shall know in a few days the character the 
war is to assume. If itis to be carried Gn ina 
regular campaign, if there are to be organized 
armies on the part of our adversaries, we shall 
not want the amountof cavalry force that we now 
have. But if the rebel forces are to broken up into 
guerrilla parties, we shall want a large cavalry 
force. Itseems to me it would be prudent for us 
to postpone the consideration of this bill. I want 
the eavalry force and the expenses of the Gov- 
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ernment reduced just as much as any man here or 
any man in the country; but it seems to me that 
it would not be prudent in us to vote on this now, 
until we get some further intelligence as to what 
is going to be the condition 6f rebel operations 
against us, and therefore | would prefer, I think 
it would be the dictate of prudence, to pass over 
this bill at present, and take it up after we have 
rot some further intelligence from the West. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It will have to gothrough 
the House of Repress ntatives, and that will tak 
some time, 

Mr. GRIMES. ButlI wantto govern my own 
vote by the proper information, | move that the 
bill be laid upon the table. If that be done we can 
call it up at any time. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Will the 
Senator withdraw his motion to enable me to say 
a word? 


Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massa . For the last 
four or five weeks the Committee on Military 
Affairs have been working in every possible way 
to reach some result that would reduce the enor- 
mous expenditures for cavalry. ‘The expense is 


frightful; 
ago; but we could not devise a plan for the 
We have called for information, and we 
have received all we could obtain. I say to the 
Senate to-day that it is important that the bill 
We should reduce 
ven regiments, many of them now 
lying around inthe count: y of no use, butof great 
If fifty is not 
number, fix on some other number; 
but for Heaven’s sake, let us reduce this expr nd- 
iture that is eating up and devouring the Treasury 
of the United States. I hope the Senator from 
Maine will not press his amendment to reduce the 
number to thirty regiments. ‘That is a very ex- 
traordinary reduction, for we have completed and 
brought into the field that number. I think we 
have some thirteen or fourteen cavalry regiments 
in the army of the Potomac; there are several 
regiments in Kentucky and in Missouri; and at 
Leavenworth, Il think, there are five or six regi- 
ments, going down with the Hunter expedition. 
I think we have mounted, and in the field now, 
more than that number, probably thirty-four or 
thirty-five thousand. 

Mr. HARRIS. We have not thirty-five thou- 
sand cavalry mounted, in the Army. F 


Mr. WILSON, of Massacl 


pbusetts. 


and we oucht to have done thisa month 
ure 


pose. 


should pass, and pass atonce. 

these seventy 
7) 

sonable 


expense, to a rea number. 


t reasonabl 


We have 

l think 
a more reasonable 
y. That would make the whole 
number of men forty-eight thousand. Atany rate, 
| hope the Senate will make some reduction; and 
that we shall turn the excess of cavalry soldiers 
into infantry, or else disband them, and not con- 
tinue the enormous expense of a body of men that 
ure lying a 


tribuun 
' 
' 


than that number of regiments. 
iat forty regiments would be 
number than thirty. 


round the country doing nothing, con- 
ry nothing, but de vouring the substance of 

Mr. J ESSENDEN. I think that in case the 
result supposed by the Senator from lowa should 
happen, thirty r viments of cavairy would be all 
that could possibly be used with advantage. If 
ls should be broken up into small bands, 
presenting no army, what should we want with 


the rebe 


more than thirty-five thousand mounted men? 
‘That number will be enough, in all conscience, if 
that result comes, because then there will be no 
considerable body of the cnemy to meet,and these 


reriments can be divided up into squads, accord- 
ssity. 
my judgment there can be no question that the 
number I propose will beenough. I believe itis 
enough now. Itis more than we have mounted 
at the present time, and itis more than we can 
mount, perhaps. 

Mr.GRIMES. I understand that we have more 
than thirty regiments mounted now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not believe we have. 

Mr. HARRIS. I concur very much in the view 
taken by the Senator from Iowa. I think we can 
judge much better about this matter thirty days 
hence than now. There has been a great deal said 
abort the great expense of the cavalry force, in my 
judgment, withoutany accurate knowledge on the 
subject. My belief is, there is no such expense 
as has been mentioned. Itis said there are sev- 
enty-seven regiments. I know a little about it. Of 
those seventy-seven regiments, we are charged 


If that result should come, in 


ing to nee 


with elevenin the State of New York—one seventh 
of the number. Now, | know the fact that but 
three of those regiments are mounted, and several 
of them are mere skeleton regiments. So far as I 
understand it, there are not now more than fifty 
thousand cavalry enlisted in the volunteers in all; 
and of those my beliefis that no more than twenty- 
five thousand, certainly not more than thirty thou- 
sand, are mounted. Where, then, is this extrav- 
agant expense about which so much has been said 
here? I hope the bill will be pestponed for a few 
days until we see what we really need. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 confess, for one, that I 
concur with the remarks of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. It is time this matter should be acted 
1 do not profess to have knowledge of what 
exists in other States, but I have constant com- 
munication with my own State, and there are in 
the State of Wisconsin, mustered into the service 
ot the United States, three cavalry regiments, with 
more than a thousand men, I believe, in each; they 
are uniformed; they are in camp; they have got 
a portion of their arms; they have got each a por- 
tion of their horses; but they are lying there at the 
expense of the Government, dissatisfied them- 
selves. Whether they are to be called into the field 
at all is an uncertainty, and to some extent they 
are becoming demoralized in this condition as regi- 
ments of soldiers, because they are constantly un- 
certain as to what will occur. I, is of great import- 
ance, it seems to me, that it should be determined 
whether they are to take the field as cavalry, or 
to join some other arm of the service, or to be dis- 
banded. 

| apprehend that if the amendment moved by 
the Senator from Maine should prevail to reduce 
the whole amount to thirty regiments, it will be 
with great difficulty that the bill will pass this and 
the other House, and the thing will be delayed; 
but if the proposition of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts be now agreed to, to reduce what we have 
to fifty regiments, that can be done, and in a few 
days, if we shall Pk from what transpires that 
not so many are needed, they can be mustered out 
of service, @regiment ata time. 

Mr. GRIMES. That can be done now. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Lunderstand that the War 
Department does not feel itself at liberty, does not 
conceive that it has the power to muster them out 
of service, without some actof Congress. Ihave 


on. 


- 


| had communication with the Department in rela- | 
| tlon to the cavalry in my own State, anxious to 


know whether the men were to take the field or 
not, and I have been constantly informed that it 
was depending upon some action of Congress. I 
understand that the Military Committee have had 
conference with the War Department, and with 
the chief of the cavalry forces, and it is on the sug- 
gestion of the chief of cavalry, looking over the 
whole ground, thatthe committee advises that the 
whole cavalry force be consolidated into fifty regi- 
ments. I hope we may have action. 
Mr.GRIMES. Ido not wish to be misunder- 
stood. If this bill had come up the day before yes- 
terday I should have voted for it, and I should have 
voted for theamendmentof the Senator from Maine 
to reduce the number of cavalry down to thirty 


regiments. | have no doubt it was the opinion of | 


the Secretary of War that this bill ought to pass; 
but since we have met here to-day circumstances 
have come to our knowledge as having transpired 
within a day ortwo past which I think should sug- 
gest tous that itis the dictate of prudence to wait 
before we pass this bill, until we get some further 
lightfrom the chief of the War Department. Judg- 
ing from the way in which I should conduct the 
war if | were the rebel commander I think it may 
be important for us in a little while to disband in- 


fantry rather than cavalry; but I do not know that | 


that willbe so. I am anxious to reduce the ex- 
penses of the Government and to disband some of 
this cavalry, and if the proposition is pressed to 
a vote now | shall vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine to reduce it to the lowest 
amount; but still 1 do not think it is prudent for 
us to act upon the subject at this time. 

Mr. KING. Congress, heretofore, has not at- 
tempted to organize and distribute the forces 
which have been raised for the present emergency 
into different corps of cavalry, artillery, and in- 
fantry “but has left that to the War Department, 
and to the commanders in the field. 
osition, which is now before us in relation to the 
cavalry, comes litre because the Department does 


This prop- | 
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not feel at liberty to muster out of service what jg 
understood to be an excess of cavalry beyond 
what is required. Fifty regiments is the amoyy, 
of cavalry forces which they suggest as suitah). 
and proper to have now im the field; and [ thiy) 
the sooner we act upon these matters and det, a 
ine them, the better. I hope, certainly the pre . 
ent indications are, that we may make more ra; id 
progress than we have heretofore looked for: |, 
the sooner our Army is organized and complete, 
and prepared to move, the better. If this fore, 
to be reduced, the sooner the military authorities 
are able to set about it, the better. If, when they 
have reduced the force to fifty regiments, they 
shall find that number more than they require at 
any time, they may be mustered out and tho 
number reduced, and certainly we shall all be 
glad if that can be done. But the sooner they go; 
about organizing what they now have in the field 
and disposing of the regiments that are at t| 
depots in the various States, it will be better; anq 
I suppose nothing will be done, certainly noth; 
is likely to be done, until Congress acts, for ty: 
matter has been referred to Congress, and this hj] 
is the consequence of consultation with the War 
Department. My own opinion is that we had 
better pass it at once. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I broug 
the attention of the Senate very early in the ses. 
sion to the enormous expense that was created | y 
the cavalry, and I believe I may say that the sug 
gestion I then made received general approbation 
everywhere. I know that the Secretary of War 
told me the next day that he was much obliged to 
me for calling the attention of the Senate and «| 
country to it, and he hoped that Congress would 
act on the subject immediately, and reduce this 
enormous force, which was vastly in excess ofa 


is 


=< 


| that could be needed. I do not know that the pres- 


ent Secretary of War has had time to examine th: 
subject. 

These propositions come to us from the offic: 
themselves, or from the general commanding, wh 
is probably very much influenced by the gentlemen 
who command the cavalry forces. Now, we know 
that the tendency of the officers themselves isc 
stantly to increase the force everywhere and mak 
it as large as possible. They are not accustomed 
to consider the question of expense. They a 
accustomed simply to consider what would bet 
most magnificent force to operate with. That 
the simple truth of the matter; and, in my j 
ment, in relation to these subjects, you cannot re'y 
upon what is told you by the commander of 
particular arm of the service; for every man !s 
disposed to magnify the importance of his ow 


/ command, just as every individual is disposed | 


magnify his own position in the world. 


Thats 
the fact about it; and, therefore, we must judge for 
ourselves in relation to it; and I believe, althoug 
we are not military men, a little common s 
brought to bear on all these questions can, uy 
the whole, produce about as good an effect in th 


end as military science can in relation to numbers 


| of particular arms of the service, &c., especia 


| armed, because it is not in the power of the Depa 


when we know what the opinions of very emins 
officershave been. Therefore, sir, | have madet! 
motion to reduce the number; and I repeat, in au- 
swer to my friend from lowa, [Mr. Grimes, } tha! 
if the state of things occurs which he supposes, ! 
number which I have mentioned must be all t! 
can possibly be used, with no army whatever ' 
oppose us; nothing but squads of men over | 
country. However, that day has not yet con 
I wish it was nearer than I suppose it is. Itlo 
as if it was coming. 

Now let me say a word in regard to the man! 
in which these men who have been enlisted as cav- 
alry are used. They are scattered all over the cout: 
try; not brought into service; not armed; and uo! 
ment to arm them. Why, sir, when I came! 
at the beginning of this session, on the Ist of De- 
cember, | left in my State a full cavalry regi 
of twelve hundred men, fully mounted, horses ® 
all; but they are not armed to this @ay, and they 
cannot be; and there they are at greatexpense | 
the Governmeft. It is as fine a regiment as e' 
was or could be raised anywhere, both as to ™ 
and horses. I am written to by gentlemen U 


who tell me that the effect of this state of thi! e 
upen that regiment is to demoralize it constan''y: 
that the men have got the impression they are 

to be used, but only to be kept together unt ™ 
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end of the war or for some particular time, and by 
and by, when the others may possibly be used up 
or thinned off, to be called into the field. They 
wanttogotnto the field. Itisa fine regiment, and 
| hope will be one of the thirty retained; but still I 
am not sufficiently attached to the mere question 
of where a cavalry regiment is raised to say that 
a regiment raised even in my own State should ex- 
ist unless itis needed, because the Government 
cannot afford to sustain it. [am told that the men 
themselves are losing all interest in the thing, as 
they are necessarily everywhere else under like 


cireamstances. They think they will not be called || 


for. They cannot be disciplined under such cir- | 
cumstances; and itis nothing butan expense with- 
out any remuneration whatever for it to the Gov- 
ernment or to the country. In my judgment, we 
had better act promptly on this question; andas I 
have fixed in my mind that thirty regiments are 
all we can possibly need, | will try the Senate upon 
that number first; and if they vote that down, then 

[ will try a larger number, and see how we can get 
along with that? 

Mr. FOSTER. I cannot but hope that the Sen- 
ator from Maine will succeed in his effort to get 
the number of these cavalry regiments reduced 
from fifty to thirty. I disagree entirely with the 
Senator from Wisconsin, who thinks it will be 


more difficult to pass the bill through the forms || 
of legislation in both Houses with the number re- | 


duced to thirty than fifty. I think it will be much 


easier to pass it at thirty than fifty. I believe, || 
| The trophies of war are immense, and the particulars will 


furthermore, that thirty regiments well be a more 
efficient foree than fifty. 1 think thirty are as 
many as wecan have well mounted and well armed 
and fitted for service; and thirty regiments of such 
men are more efficient, clearly, than fifty regi- 
ments partially prepared, badly mounted, and 
badly equipped. Why, sir, if we had fifty regi- 
ments that were tolerably prepared at the present 
time, we could reduce them to thirty with great 
advantage by having a more thorough examina- 
tion of the men, as it respects their physical con- 


dition. Let there be a medical examination of | 


them, and any man that had any taint of disease 


about him, although tolerably efficient, let him be | 


set aside; let there be a thorough examination of 
the horses, and if they were not in a vigorous, 
healthy condition, let them be set aside, and let the 


fifty regiments be brought down to thirty, and || 


they would, in my opinion, be a vastly more dan- 
gerous force to the enemy than fifty regiments, 
such as we should have. A concentrated, power- 


ful, well-formed body, either of infantry or cav- | 


alry, are much more efficient than an increased 
number partially equipped and armed. The thirty 
regiments will be a sufficiently large force. I quite 
agree with the Senator from Maine, and that not 


on my own opinion—because, like him, I can | 


make no claim to military knowledge—but after 


conversation with military men in the country, on | 


whose opinions I think I can rely with great cer- 
tainty; and I have heard military gentlemen of 
the highest respectability give it as their opinion, 
within a short time, that twenty thousand cavalry 
was as large a force as we could employ with any 
effect during the present war. Weall know how 
expensive this cavalry force is, one cavalry regi- 
ment exceeding the expense of three infantry regi- 
ments; and our expenses, enormous as they are, 
when at the smallest figure, admonish us to have 


no more of this force than is absolutely essential | 


and necessary. I shall certainly vote for the 
smaller number, and if the honorable Senator from 
Maine had named twenty regiments instead of 
thirty, I should have voted for that. 

_Mr. DOOLITTLE. The honorable Senator 
from Maine is, | think, mistaken in one thing, in 
supposing that this.was the recommendation of 
the War Department while under the administra- 
tion of the late Secretary of War, Mr. Cameron. 
1 am confident that it has received the considera- 
ion of the War Department since the new incum- 
denteame in, I may state that, I believe, on my 
own personal knowledge; because before this rec- 
ommendation was made by General Stoneman, I 
inyself applied to the War Department, the pres- 
ent Secretary, to have the matter determined as 
to the Wisconsin regiments, whether they were 


to be armed and put into the field, or not, and it | 


was referred to the military department, of which 
General Stoneman is chief, and to the action of 
Congress. Now, if there isanything growing out 
of the news which we have received of the capture 


of Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and Roanoke isl- 
and that is to put a different phase on this matter, 
it is desirable—— 

Mr. FOSTER. If the Senator will give way 
a moment, there is a particular phase in which I 
think it will be necessary to have more cavalry. 
The honorable Senator from Iowa on my left (Mr. 


Grimes] has a dispatch saying that a gentleman | 


called Floyd—I suppose the late Secretary Floyd 
of the War Department—has escaped with five 
thousand men. Weshall require cavalry to catch 
him. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. You mean 
* stole’? away. 

Mr. FOSTER. Stole away,as the Senator from 
| Massachusetts suggests. 

Mr. GRIMES. As a part of the Senator’s ar- 
gument, I will send up the dispatch to be read. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will stop at any time in 
the middle of a sentence to hear any dispatches. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


Caro, ILurnors, February 17. 

To Hon. G. Weutes, Secretary of the Navy: 
| The Carondelet has just arrived from Fort Donelson, 

and brings information of the capture of that fort by the 
jand forces yesterday morning, with fifteen thousand pris 
oners. Johnson and Buckner are taken prisoners. Loss 
heavy on both sides. Floyd escaped with five thousand 
men during the night. I go up with the gunboats, and as 
soon as possible wil! proceed up to Clarksville. Eight mor 
tar boats are on their way, with which I hope to attack 


that place. My footis painful, but not dangerous. The | 


army has behaved gloriously. I shall be able to take but 
two iron-clad gunboats with me, as the others are disabled. 


soon be given. 


A. H. FOOTE, Flag Officer. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. What! was going to sug- 
gest, and perhaps it will be received as satisfac- 
tory, was, that the subject should be brought to 
the attention of the present Secretary of War. 


| This bill can be laid over for three or four days, | 
and when it has been brought to his attention we | 
can have the recommendation as to the number | 


of regiments required, and then we can put this 
thing through. I want the opinion of the De- 
partment whether these men are to go into the 
| field or not, and not keep them in this state of 
uncertainty, and ourselves in uncertainty as to 
the expense. 


| remembered that early in the session the Senator 
from Maine called the attention of the Senate and 
the War Department and the country to the large 
number of cavalry regiments that had been au- 
thorized to be raised. Before that time I had had 
several conversations with the Secretary of War 
and the Adjutant General and with Army officers, 
in regard to the number of these cavalry regiments 
that had been so carelessly authorized to be raised 
in the country. Since the Senator from Maine 
called the attention of the Senate to that subject, 
the Committee on Military Affairs have been con 
sulting with the War Office, with officers in the 
field, and with all persons who could give inform- 
ation, in regard to aplan to reduce the number of 
these cavalry forces. ‘The late Secretary of War 
approved entirely of the idea of reducing these 
forces. The Senate called for information in re- 
gard to their number and condition. I have the 
report of General Stoneman in regard to the num- 
ber of regiments, the number mounted, the num- 
ber partially mounted and partially armed, and 
their condition, as far as he could ascertain it. 
This plan for the organization of these cavalry re- 
giments was made mainly ané chiefly by General 
Stoneman, whois atthe head of the cavalry forces. 
It was approved by the late Secretary of War as 
far as it had been made when he went out of office; 
and I have here the indorsement of General Mc- 
Clellan of this plan as the best and most perfect 
plan thatcould be made. This plan has been con- 
sidered by the present Secretary of War. I have 
had several conversations with him on the subject. 
On Saturday last I called upon him, and asked him 
if he was ready to make a report on this proposed 
plan of General Stoneman and the recommenda- 
tion of General McClellan, and he said to me that 
he had not time to examine it carefully and prepare 
such a report, but that he concurred in any plar 
General McClellan and the committee might agree 
to as the proper plan for the organization of the 
cavalry forces, and for their reduction. The com- 





|| regiments, as prepared by General Stoneman and 
| 


|| indorsed by General McClellan; and I considered 
\| that we had for it the sanction of the late Secretary 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It will be | 


mittee have reported the plan and the number of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 845 


of War, of the Adjutant General, and of the pres- 
ent Secretary of War. 

The Senator from Maine now moves to reduce 
the number to thirty regiments. We have more 
than thiety regiments armed at this time, and I 
think more than that number in active service in 
the field. It is true they are not so large as is 
proposed here. Insterd of having twelve han- 
dred men, the y probably do not average over 
seven hundred and fifty or eight hundred. We 
have here in the army of the Potomac one cav- 
alry regiment, I think, completely armed and 
equipped, assigned to each division. I think one 
or two of the divisions have two regiments. There 
are fourteen or fifteen—I think fifteen—divisions 
organized in the army of the Potomac; and I think 
we have some seventeen or ciehteen cavalry re ol- 
ments that are organized and in the field. “They 
have in Kentucky and Missouri more than they 
have here, and there is a reason why they should 
have. Cavalry forees can be used in Missouri 
and on the plains of the western country with 
vastly more advantage than they can be used in 
the poor, narrow roads and hilly and mountain- 
ous country of Virginia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why keep so many of 
them here, then? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sen- 
ator asks why keep so many here. I take it the 
plan of the army of the Potomac is very much 
after the pattern of the best organized European 
armies. Some of our commanders—General Me- 
Clellan and others—have been abroad, and have 
paid some attention to the organization of Euro- 
pean armies; and the plan of this army, as | un- 
derstand it,is something like this: we have organ 
ized our armies into divisions; I think we have 
fifteen divisions now in the army of the Potomac; 
each division commanded by a major general, or 
by a brigadier general acting as a major general; 
and each division consisting of three brigades, 
each brigade of three regiments of infantry, mak- 
ing twelve infantry regiments in a division, and 
one regiment of cavalry, and three, and sometimes 
four, batteries of artillery, or about twenty pieces. 
That is supposed to be about the relative propor 
tion that ought to exist between infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery. I believe that there have been as- 
siened to two or three of these divisions more 
than one regiment of cavalry, and I think one or 
two of them have four batteries instead of three; 
but one regiment of cavalry and three batteries to 
each division is generally the number. 

Now, sir, I think, if the Senator would consent 
to put the number of regiments at forty, it would 
be better than as his amendment now stands. | 
should prefer that number to fifty. I think a re- 
duction to thirty regiments, considering the num- 
ber of regiments we now have armed, mounted, 
and in the field, and perhaps in actual service, 
mightdisturbthem,and would be somewhatobjec- 
tionable: and if the Senator will consent to insert 
‘forty’? | certainly would vote for his amend- 
ment most cheerfully. That will make forty-eight 
thousand cavalry for the whole cavalry force of 
the country. [ understand the intention 1s to keep 
with the force here fourteen or fifteen regiments 
of cavalry, and the others are to be distributed 
with the forces mainly and chiefly in the West 
One regiment has been sent to Port Royal, and | 
believe some are going down on the coast; but 
generally speaking, the forces that go on the coast 
are artillery and infantry. 


THANKS TO THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Ifthe Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will give way for a moment, I should like 
to offer a resolution which I think will meet the 
approbation of the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Itisa resolution for the pur- 
pose of showing the great appreciation that Con- 
rress has of the brilliant victories and the distin- 
guished services which has just been rendered by 
the officers of the Navy and the Army, and the 
soldiers of the United States. I hope that the res- 
olution will be read and adopted, so as to mani- 
fest our gratitude for the brilliant victories they 
have won. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SuHerman 
in the chair.) The Senator from Tennessee asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce 
a resolution at this time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest to the hon- 



















































































Ree 





orable Senate m ‘Tennessee that it is undoabt- 
edly the wish of everybody to pass a resolution 
co t the proper time; but I think we 
} wait until we get the official returns be- 
w i lo pass a resolution u@on mere 
} dj stehig that ar 4 t he } , 
up) lis] ics that are nt here, in my 
oplbon l Mm pitth too he Vy W i d better 
know precisely all about it, and who the officers 
who have distinguished themselves, before we 
uch a re ution. 


Mr. JOHNSON, We have here the disy itches 


from officers who will make thet reports ina 
t time, and certain y these dispatch $s are as 
ble and ithenibe aS any reports they cal 
‘They are sent to by the officers whose 
l sf mm ke wey I E 
Mr. FESSENDEN I do not ke tool jectto 
I hut 
Mr. JOLLNSON, 1 think the. ution qught 
! pa | nd | think Conere ought to ad- 
1 tomar its i e¢ I rratit ide, and its 
i ! ' n of the disti iished services 
it have n rendered by the officers and 
bees! | ! ‘1 t | N iv ¥y « ; 
Mr. FI IE NDIEN I think the best thing 
d ys, isto do our own duty with 
’ matte: fore us, and atte nd to our 
1 business, instead of adjourning for these 
, unt our minds are so entirely upset by 
» news that we cannot do any business. 
JOH NSON. Iam o sats say that I am 
retty much dis jualific din that way. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senator 
! m ‘Tenn ec ASKS UNANIMOUS ¢ ntto iitro- 
a ! ) hOn. 
\I FESSENDEN. I think it would be better 
to let it lie Over I do not object to it, however. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator object to the introduction of the resolution? 
Mr. FESSENDEN No, sir. 
Phere bet no objection, the Senate pro eeded 
) ler the following resolution: 
: the Senate : House of Representatives con- 
cu uy bunt to thanks of Congress are due, and are 
h by tendered to the officers, soldiers, and amen of the 
\ id Nav f the United States for the heroic gal 
ia that umder the providence of Almighty God has won 
of brilliant victories over the enemies of 
Union and the Constitution. 


tion to 
resolution, and | have no 


unl Vv 


Mr. GRIMES. I cert 


duction of thi 


rad no ol ject 


OW} ion to it#adoption; but ]do not want to have 
I xl that its adoption will preclude us 
from passing another resolution hereafter upon the 


igvestion of the Pre 


t iflicers. We have established a system by 
h these votes of thanks have become of some 

rvice, and they are the highest bestowment that 
v ean vive to any body. 

Mr. COLLAMER, ‘That only applies to the 
Navy. 

Mr. GRIMES. I mean in the Navy. It ought 
) »in the Army, and [ hope the Committee 
on Military Affairs will make it so. 

Mr. FOSTER. The bill has not passed for the 
Army . 

Mr. GRIMES. I know the bill for the Army 
has not passed; but if a recommendation comes 

om the President recommending us to give a vote 
of thanks to Commodore Foote, he then becomes 
permanently established upon the active list for 


ics valuable. 


This does not 


life, and then it becon 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


r of the sort. 


Mr. GRIMES. If that is so understood, 


} .t ts ! 
not « ect to 1lat ail, 


preclude any- 
I do 


I'he resolution was adopted 


CAVALRY ORGANIZATION, 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (Ss. No. 153) 


for the vetler ol 


tue P 
ani nde nt, 
KING. ~~ pre 


organization of the 


cavalry forces; 
r. FessENDEN’S 


ranization of the 
nding * que suuon be ing on M 
the better 
ivalry forces has been very 
nd nature ly »ennnide re d,: islunde rstand, 
"of the cavalry, and the 


position tor 


ielullys 


regime designated in this bill is the one that in 
is } id tis.desirable for the prese rt requisi- 
us of the service. We should all be glad, 


course, if that humocr could be reduced; and I 
to propose an amendmentby whieh it shall 
iced to fifty, in this way; to strike out after 
the word ‘* service,” in the fifth line of the second 


uesire 


we rod 
e roa 


sident, in regard to one of 


number of 


THE CONGRESSION 


section, the words ** beyond fifty regiments,’’ and 
ll the cavalry forces shall be re- 
duced to such number of reg inter- 


service m y re quire, not excer d- 


to insert **thata 
ments as the 


ests of the p 


i i 
| ine fifty.’?? That will enable the Commander-in- 


President to muster out any number 
they think proper; at dif any ane r words are 
neces sary in the bill they could be serted to en- 
able them at any future period to muster them out 
as the service requires, 


Thi PRESIDING OFFICER, 


Chief or the 


There is an 


amendment to an amendment already pending, 
and the Senator’s amendment is not in order at 
the present time. 


lr. FESSENI es Upon that proposition all 
[have tosay is simply this: experience has shown 
us that with re gard to the number of men to be 
raised and with regard to the mode of raising them, 
there is not a reasonable ground of reliance upon 


the discretion of those who have itincharge. We 
| are suffering at this moment from the immense 


| and nays upon it. We 


number that have been raised and who are notin 
service, but whom we are paying. Now, as to 
General Stoneman, I do not know anything about 
him. I believe he was a captain or lieutenant, or 
something of that sort a few days ago, and they 
made him commander-in-chief of the cavalry. I 
do not know why he should be set up to be the 
judge of the interests of the service and of the 
whole Army. Sir, 1 do not think these officers are 
infallible, and I do not mean to be bound by the 


| decisions of an inferior officer of that description. 


Mr. KING. 
ing. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on the amendment of the 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


My amendmentis not now pend- 


The question 
Senator from Maine. 

I will ask for the yeas 
cannot get a quorum with- 
out them. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. Lhave notany very settled opin- 
ion as to how large a force of cavalry we shall 
need during the continuance of this war. My own 
impression is, however, that if the rebe sllion has 
received as severe a shock as we now think it has, 
our force ough t to be a larger pe rcentage of cav- 
alry hereafter than heretofore; for the reason that 
the enemy we shall have to encounter will be more 
broken up and more scattered. My own opinion 
is that the amendment offered by the Senator from 
New York, clothing the Executive with the power 


| to reduce this force as he shall deem proper from 
| tume to time, is even better than the propositions 
| contained in the amendment offered by the Sena- 


tor from Maine, and if I vote against that amend- 
ment it will be with a view of voting for the 
amendment of the Senator from New York. 

But there is a feature of this bill now before 


the Senate to which I wish to call the attention of 


the Committee on Military Affairs. It clothes the 
President with the power to transfer, to disband, 
or to reduce this cavalry force upon such princi- 
»le or rule as he shall establish hereafter. Now, 
c want to call the attention of the committee and 
the Senate to the condition of this force, and the 
manner in which they have been brought into the 
service of the United States. Authorities have 
been issued from time to time to muster cavalry 
regiments into the service, and a great many of 
them have been raised. Officers have uniformed 
themselves, equipped themselves, and mounted 
themselves, and iacurred an individual expendi- 
ture of from five hundred to a thousand dollars 
each. Every one can see it is going to be a hard- 
ship to disband these men. The hardship is no 
argument for their being continued in the service 
of the Government any longer than they are 
wanted; but it is an argument why the hardship 
should be distributed as evenly as possible through 
the country. Itis going to be an ungrateful and an 
unpleasant duty to discharge these regiments un- 
der these circumstances; but it seems to me there 
might be some provision in the bill authorizing 
the President to distribute whatever force he re- 
tained among the different States, so as to give each 
State some exemption from this hardship; and I 
should have been glad if the committee had rec- 
ommended a proposition of that kind. I shall not 
offer it as an amendment myself; and unless they 
see fit to recommend it, I shall vote upon the bill 
as it stands. It seems to me it is an effort worth 


our while to distribute this hardship as evenly as 
wecan among the different portions of the country. 
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Mr. TEN EYCK. I oa deemed aS att 
tively as I could to the debate upon this sul 
for the | purpose of obtaining information to jna,,’ 
ence the vote | shall give upon the bill; but | ce 
nr on en able to learn that there has been a; Ly di ef. 
nite opinion expressed by the War Denar: n “ 
upon this subject. I am altogether dis squalified 
from forming any correct judgment as to what fd 
should do in relation to this matter. It seems t, ine 
that this is a reduction of the cavalry force to a 
very greate xtent; and itis ve ry doubtful wheth : 
it ought to be reduced to that extent at the p ‘ 
ent moment. At all events, I think it highly de. 
sirable that we should have some more deh fin 
expression of opinion from an authority whic’ 
to some extent, should influence our minds a 
our judgments in relation to this matter; and . 
this bill has lain over for weeks past without 
definite action, [ cannot myself see how any | 
ticular harm will arise from laying it over for 
day or two longer. On the contrary, I think 
may be very desirable. We may get some very 
important information under the present state of 
things which will lead us to regret action on our 
part hastily, and without proper information, | 
shall, therefore, without saying that I shall yor 
against the bill entirely, vote against this amend- 
ment, under the view which T entertain of the 
impropriety of pressing it upon the Senate, and 
insisting upon its passage at the present time, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I will say 
to the Senator in regard to the opinions of thi 
War Depaetment, that I stated before that the lat 
Secretary was in favor of this reduction; that t 
Adjutant General has been urging it for the last 
few weeks; that the committee have been investi- 
gating this matter; that I have had several ec 
sultations with the present Secretary of War, and 
last Saturday went to him specially in regard t 
this subject, when he said he had not the time, 
and could not devote the necessary time to a 
thorough examination of the measure; but so far 
as he understood it he approved the plan that had 
been devised and agreed upon by the committee 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Of reducing the 
to thirty thousand? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. No, sir; | 
to mass the seventy-seven regiments we now ha\ 
into fifty, or muster them out of the service; an id 
at any rate to get rid of this enormous body of men 
that are lying around loose all over this country, 
at an immense expense to the people. 

The Senator from Wisconsin has made a s' 
gestion in regard to the manner in which this ist 
be done. Now, this bill is a general direction t 
the President of the United States. It does nots ? 
to him he must have so many regiments acc 


en. 


rea 


as 
any 
r- 


force down 


ing to population or according to the number of 
_ troops furnished by any of the States. 


He mu 

do it according to his best judgment, and on th: 
best plan to be devised, and which will make as 
little trouble as possible. ‘That is the object, and 
that is the purport of this section of the bill. | 
suppose it would be carried out in that spirit. It 
was considered by the members of the committe: 
whether we could not limit it so that such a Stat 
should have so many and another State so many; 
but there is a difficulty in that regard. I find int 


reports made on the subject that the great Stat: of 


Ohiohas returned but six regiments of cavalry: the 
State of Illinois has thirteen, the State of Pem 
sylvania twelve, the State of New York ten, th 
State of Massachusetts has but one regiment, and 
that is in the field, and has gone to Port Royal 
They have one in the State of Maine. Vermont 
has one in the field. I think Connecticut has non 

Mr. FOSTER. A squadron. 

Mr. WILSON. A squadron, I am told by th’ 
Senator from that State. Some of the States hav! 
raised very few cavalry; other States have raised 
a great many. It depended something on the de- 
sire, wishes, .and condition of the people of the 
State. 

Now, sir, we have these seventy-seven © 
ments armed, equipped, and mounte d, or part rally 
armed, equipped, and mounted. Of course tu 
that have been mounted, armed, and equip 
and in the field, or ready to take the fie id, d 
be retained by the Government. Then I suppos 
the Government in making up the balance would 
take those regiments that were the nearest to 
it was desired to make them. I do not 
there would be any great difficulty, althoug 
must be some in regard to this reduction 


by 
h th 
It wes 


1 


a vé 
sevi 
take 
we! 
ors 


cou 


cel 
that 
bell 
gar 
five 
try 


whi 
me 
pot 
hop 
res¢ 
fore 
tary 
mo 
in 1 
whi 
ort 


mei 


tee, 


ver 


N @! 





1862 














a very great mistake to authorize the raising of 
seventy-seven cavalry regiments. A greater mis- 

take I cannot conceive of. Ido not belie ve that 
we should have ever had more than fifty thousand 


or sixty thousand cavalry atany rate raised in the 


country. 

Senators speak of the news we have just re- 
ceived, and of governing ourselves according to 
a“ it. IL hope Senators will not consider this re- 
bellion over until it is finished. _I do not so re- 
card it; I rejoice over these victories; but we have 
five or six hundred thousand square miles of coun- 
try; we have a determined people in rebellion 
against the Government; we are reaching them 
where we can reach them by water; we are reach- 
ing them in strong points; but there are other 
points and other battle- fields in the future. I 
hope, sir, we shall gather up all the strength and 
resources of the country, and finish the thing be- 
fore we talk of making any reduction of gnur mili- 
tary force whatever. “If it is in order, 
move to substitute * forty” instead of ** thirty,’ 
in the amendment of the Senator from Maine, 
which would make a reduction to forty regiments, 
or forty-eight thousand men altogether. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will modify my amend- 
ment, to agree with the chairman of the commit- 
tee, and say ‘* forty” regiments 


Mr. WILLEY. Mr. Pre side nt, I find myself 


sition to suaiaidle the chairman of the Sountities on 
Military Affairs has assented, as to the reduction 
of this force below fifty reziments; but I under- 
stand fifty regiments to be the number at which 
the consultations and investigations on this subject 
broughtthe War Department and the military au- 
thorities, and I am not, therefore, prepared to vote 


below that. These forces have been raised very 
irregularly throughout the States, itis true. The 
ordinary course would have been to call for the 


| reference to the number from any one State, 


very much in the condition of the Senator from | 


New Jersey from want of experience and knowl- 
edge in these matters, and would be disposed to 
rely on the suggestions of military.men. 1 con- 
eur fully in the suggestion just made by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, that the war is not over. 


While I rejoice most heartily i in the intelligence | 


which we have received this morning, l know 
enough of the South and of the southern people, 
to assure the Senate that the contest is not yet 
ended. I think it is too soon to begin to disband 
our forces, and more especially to disband that 
arm of our forces. 

Now, sir, | have had some experience in regard 
toethis matter. When the infantry and the main 
body of tif forces of the enemy were driven from 
northwestern Virginia, we felt that we should be 
relieved, and we began to return to our homes 
with confidence of security and peace again; but 
when their armies were driven from our midst, 
little bands of guerrillas took refuge here and there 
all through our country; and, but for the fact that 
we brought to our aid the cavalry, they would 
have committed depredations, and been at it until 
this day. The infantry was incompetent, and 
could not perform the.service required. It required 
the expedition and concentration of the cavalry 
forces; and through that arm of our service we 
have at last driven all these bands from our midst; 
and I rejoice to-day that northwestern Virginia 
has not the foot of a rebel treading her loyal 
soil. 

I hope, sir, that the Senate will consider well 
before it proposes to lessen this arm of our ser- 
vice. Of course, | must rely upon the experience 


Ww ould | 


| 


| 


quota from each State; but by special enactment 
at the extra session, the President was authorized 
to receive these forces of various kinds without 
but 
to gather them as rapidly as they could come in, 
and all the States poured out their forces with 
great readiness. They are not equally distributed 
to the States; neither are the kinds of forces 
equally distributed; but so that they come into 
the field and fight our battles, I do not know that 
it makes any very great difference from what 
States they come. I still think it would be better 
to leave the figure at that point which was agreed 
upon, as | understand it, by the War Department 
as the best, and leave a diec retion to reduce it be- 
low that number. 
reducing it absolutely to forty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Maine to have modi- 
fied his proposition. 

Mr. KING. 
Maine to accept the suggestion of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, and to insert ‘‘ forty’? in- 
stead of ** thirty”? regiments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so 
understands the Senator to have modified his prop- 
osition. _ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sit 

Mr. HOWE. It would not have made any 
essential difference to the country from what State 
the Government selected either its cavalry or its 
infantry forces originally; but when the Govern- 
ment has taken forces from all the States in ex- 


I shall, therefore, vote against | 


I understood the Senator from | 
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| itis well mounted 


et 847 


farnished by the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, giving a schedule of these vari- 
ous the State which they are 
raised, the number of men of which they are com- 
posed, by whom they were authorized to be raised, 
and what their condition is. In referring to my 
own State, I see itstates—and this is the last report 
the chairman has—that the first lowa regiment is 
** partially mounted ,armed,and equipped.’? Now 
,und started and went into Mis- 
souriin the first week of last October, and has been 
there performing duty ever since, and has been 


reviments, from 


| fully armed, fully mounted, and fully equipped. 


| partially mounted and equipped.”’ 


It states that the second regiment is “ unarmed, 
Well, sir, that 
1as been in Missouri six weeks,and as it started 
several days ago for Fort Donelson, | suppose it 
was there in that engagement. The third regi- 
ment is reported here as ** partis illy mounted, 
armed, and equipped.’’ That has been fully 
armed ‘and equippe d,and has been for two months 
in Missouri. The fourth regimentis also reported 
‘*unarmed, partially mounted and equipped.”’ 
That has been under marching orders. 1 do not 
know so much about the condition of that as 1] 
do of the others; I know of the condition of the 
other regiments; but that regiment has been under 
marching orders to proceed to Fort Leavenworth, 


as I understand, and was so several weeks ago. 


cess of its wants, and has put them to the necessity | 


of arming, equipping, and mounting themselves, 


at least so far as the commissioned officers are 


concerned, and undertakes to impose upon a por- 


| tion of the force the burden of throwing away that 


and upon the judgment of men who understand || 
military matters, and am perfectly willing to ac- | 


cord my support to the suggestion of the “honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts. 
tors remember that when these armies, and the 
concentration of large forces in the South are sub- 
dued, we shall have provisional governments to 
support; we shall have guerrilla bands collected 
here and there to defy and to oppose the author- 
ity of the provisional government, or whatsoever 
form of government we may establish all over this 
great expanse of territory; and to enforce the laws, 
and to enforce the edicts and authority of this pro- 
visional government, or any other government we 
shall establish through these States, we shall re- 
quire the assistance of cavalry forces at all times. 
= -y alone will be competent to the service that 
illthen be required to produce submission to 
the laws, and to enforce the authority of the Gov- 
ernment. If every army throughout the length 
and breadth of the South were to-day subdued, 
we should have a work of no common magnitude 
stillto perform to subdue these rebel guerrillas that 
would assemble in every nook and corner and 
swamp and cavern throughout the whole South. 
| hope, therefore, the policy of the Senate will be 
to cherish, to foster, and to provide a large and 
eflicient cavalry service; because that arm “of the 
Service will be especially required before long. 
Mr. KING. I am reluctant to resist a propo- 


But let Sena- | 


expe nditure, it is a matter of some little moment 
whether all that burden is thrown upon the vol- 
unteers from one State, or whether it is appor- 
tioned among the different States. It was to that 

voint I called the attention of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and to that point alone. If it is 
as well arranged by this bill as itcan be, and Iam 


not prepared to say it is not, that is all that can | 


be expected and all that can be accomplished. 


Still, there is this suggestion that occurs to me: | 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- | 
fairs says, that under this bill the President, where 


he finds two, three, four, or fiveregiments mounted 
and in the field from one State, will doubtless let 
them remain even if it requires him to dismiss all 
from another State. That, he thinks, might work 
injustice. I happen to know—I do not know it 
personally, but | have been so credibly informed 
that I firmly believe it—that horses which were 
purchased for a cavalry regiment in Wisconsin, 
were tuken to mount the thirteenth regiment of Llli- 


nois cavalry, and that thirteenth regiment is there- | 
fore mounted and in the field, and under the rule 

suggested by the chairman of the Committee on | 
Military Affairs, will be retained in the field. It | 


does 
ment. df it is unavoidable, of course it must be 
submitted to. 

Mr. GRIMES. Is it in order 
an amendment to the amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
order. 

Mr. GRIMES. I wish to suggest to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs the 
propriety of so modifying this amendment as gen- 
erally to authorize the Secretary of War to dis- 
band this cavalry force as he may see fit, and let 
him be governed by what he believes to be the 


now to submit 


It is not in 


| exigencies of the service and the interests of the 


country. If, in a few days, he thinks he can dis- 
band any portion of these regiments, let him do 
so. Iam satisfied that we do not know a great 
deal about this matter, and that there is a state of 
ignorance prevailing with the chief of the cavalry 
on this subject that ought not to exist. I have 
here in my hand the papers which have just been 


not seem to me to be an equitable arrange- | 





| the subject. 


It seems to me that we oughtto know something 
about the condition of these 
undertake to act upon them. lf merely throw out 
these suggestifins. It would be easier for us to 
give the Secretary of War general authority to 
disband all such regiments as he A 
when he chooses. 

Mr. KING. We do know that they desire to 
organize and bring this cavalry force into service 
as soon as practicable, and we do know that they 
think at the War Department that fifty regiments 
is as me ny as they re quire, while there are sev- 
enty-seven skeleton and other regiments here and 
there through the country. ‘This bill proposes to 
reduce them to fifty, making that a fixed number. 
The Senator from Maine proposes to reduce them 
from fifty to forty. I have an amendment here, 
by which I propose to reduce those regiments to 
a number not exceeding fifty, leaving it with the 
Department if thatshall be more than they require, 
to disband them afterwards, and muster them out 
of service, as the public exigencies may permit 
them to do, which I think is the better w ay. That 


reriments before we 


chooses, and 


| willmeet the suggestion of the Senator from Iowa; 


so that all we have to do is to decline to fix this 
number at a lower one than fifty, and then agree 
to the proposition which reduces the number to 
fifty, in accordance with the wishes and request 
of the Department, and leaving them at liberty to 
reduce it afterwards as they please. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I Sioiee to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, when 
this reduction of the cavalry force takes pl: Ace, 
applying as it does to the present cavalry force 
now in the service, whether the President could 
call into the service an additional force at any 
time under existing law? Is the law such as that 
the President could call into the service additional 
cavalry, or will the reduction be permanent? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I should 
think the reduction would be permanent. We 


propose to organize the volunteer cavalry force of 


the Army of the United States into fift y regiments 
or whatever number we fix upon. I suppose that 
will stand 94 the law to govern the Department in 
organizing the volunteer forces of the country. 
The Senator from Iowa says that these papers 
show that the general commanding the cavalry 
force does not know so much about the cavalry 
force as ought to be known. That is true, sir; he 
does not. There is nobody who knows much 
about it. The truth is that a large number of per- 
sons were authorized to raise cavalry regiments; 
and I am afraid it got to be a sort of speculation 
with certain men about raising certain regiments. 
More persons were authorized to raise those regi- 
ments than should have been authorized. They 
are scattered about the country. The information 
obtained by General Stoneman was obtained by 
correspondence with the officers in the field and 
the Governors of the States; and this information, 
imperfect as it is, is the best we have in regard to 
I know there are errors in it, A 


| regiment has been raised in my own State, armed 


and equipp ped, and an officer of the United States 
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service obtained and made colonel of it, and it is 
now at Port Royal or a portion of it is on the way 
there, and | do not find it in the re ports here at 
all. 
Mr. GRIMES. It is in the supplement. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sen- 
ator says it isin the supplement that has been sent 
in. Atany rate, | know the reports are imperfect; 
but as far as information can be gathered, I think 
we have somewhere from thirty to forty regiments 
in the field armed and equippe d and in service. 
We have then several regiments, full as far as 
men are concerned, but not armed, and many of 
them not mounted. I believe it is the desire not 
to mount many more of these regiments and bring 
them into the field 

i am in favor of the passage of the bill in some 
form, either at fifty or forty regiments. I am will- 
ing to take it at forty. That will give us forty- 
eight thousand men. It will be a vast body of 
men As Senators have said these cavalry forces 

ta vast dea! more than infantry forces, and I 
believe one infantry regiment worth two cavalry 
regiments anywhe re in the count y, except, per- 
haps, to travel over the vast space of the western 
plain [ think it would be wise policy, if this 
\rmy was to move to-day, to be very careful 
where thu y place some of these new cavalry regi- 
ments, for there would be more danger of their 
stampeding themselves and stampeding the Army 
than there would be of their injuring the ¢ nemv. 
\ cavalry regiment, when well armed, well mount- 
ed, and well trained, is a powerf& organization; 
but without that training (and you cannot give 
itin a few days ora few months) they are vastly 
less efficient than infantry. A very large num- 
ber of these regiments, certainly | think not less 
than thirty of these skeleton re riments, are to-day 
not mounted, unarmed, or only parually armed; 

me of them are full and some not. They are 
lying about the country, consuming the public 
property, doing no service whatever, but demor- 
alizing the men, and they ought to be mustered 
out of the service, or they ought to be made in- 
fantry, or consolidated into regiments and those 
regiments put actively into the field at work. 

l think forty regiments, containing forty-eight 
thousand men, will make a force suflicient for all 
purposes. Itis ten regiments, or twelve thousand 
men, less thun General Stoneman, at the head of 
the cavalry force, and General McClellan, in in- 
dorsing this report, and the late Secretary of War, 
and the present Secretary of War in yiclding to 
their opinions, desire. But, as the Senator from 
Maine has said, it is the desire of all persons, 
having military authority, of course, to strengthen 
their particular command, and their particular 
arm of service, ‘That is true; and we have got to 
make all reasonable reductions. I think forty 
regiments, containing forty-eight thousand men, 
will make an immense and powerful cavalry force. 
In my judgment, we shall then have to purchase 
at least ten or fifteen thousand horses to mount 
this force; for, with the best calculations I can 
make, and all the information I can obtain I do 


not believe we have over thirty-five or forty thou- | 


sand mounted men in the public service armed and 
mounted at the present time. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I suggest to the honorable 


chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs that 


we had better stand by the recommendation of the | 


War Department, or else let this matter go over 
two or three days, and ascertain whether the War 
Department now desire to have a less number than 
fifty, which is named. I dislike to act upon the 
pendulum principle, which seems to have con- 
trolled us in the matter of cavalry. Before the bat- 


tle of Bull Run, we were told, ‘* you need no cav- | 


alry,’’ and the Department would not accept any. 
After the battle of Bull Run, and we were defeated 
there, under the influence of the opinions produced 
upon the War Department, they atonce went to the 


furthest extreme, and said, now we will accept all | 


the cavalry that will offer themselves. They have 


offered themselves in large numbers; up, I believe, | 


to abouteighty regiments. lt is conceded that this 
is too much, and it is necessary te have the num- 
ber fixed,and the number reduced. But now,sir, 


when the telegraph brings to us the first news of || 
a great victory, let us not, in the moment of feel- 
ing give way and swing the pendulum to the other 
side, and reduce the amount of cavalry toa small 
figure, wit sonsulting with the War Depart- | 
igure, without consulting with the War Depart 

ment. They have recommended fifty regiments. 


| to 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I think we had better stand by that, and pass the 
bill at that, or let it go over three or four days un- 


til we consult again with the War Departmentand | 


the Commanding General as to the number of regi- 
ments which are necessary. I do not feel at lib- 
erty myself to vote for only forty regiments under 
these circumstances. I must vote for the fifty, if 
the bill is to be pressed to-day. 

Mr. CLARK. From an expression dropped 
by the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, | understand that he supposes this bill to 
apply only to volunteer cavalry. I desire to sug- 
gest to him that there is nothing in it limiting it 
to volunteer cavalry; and the last section expressly 
provides for reducing ‘‘ all the cavalry forces now 
in the service.’’ The bill ought to be amended 
if the intention is to confine it to the volunteer 
forces. 

Mr. HARRIS. Insert the word * volunteer.’’ 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I thank the 
Senator from New Hampshire for calling my at- 
tention to that point. It was intended to apply to 
the volunteers alone, to reduce the seventy-seven 
volunteer regiments of cavalry. I do not wish to 
interfere with the six cavalry regiments of the reg- 
ular Army now in the field. My object was to 
consolidate the seventy-seven volunteer regiments 
of cavalry. I will amend my amendment by in- 
serting the word ** volunteer’’ before *‘ cavalry,” 
in the fourth line of the second section. Then with 
the six regiments of regular cavalry we should 
have fifty-four thousand men in the cavalry ser- 
vice. | think that is alarge enough cavalry force. 

Mr. CLARK. I would suggest to the Senator 
to make a further verbal amendment, to strike out 
the word **all,’’ in the fourth line of the second 
section, and tochange the word ** beyond,”’ in the 
fifth line, to **to.”? « 

Tht VICE PRESIDENT. Those modifica- 
tions will be made by unanimous consent. The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine to the amendment to strike out “ fifty,”’ 
and insert ** farty.’’ 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 10; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Carlile, Clark, Fessenden, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Henderson, Howard, Ken- 
nedy, Latham, Morrill, Pomeroy, Powell, Saulsbury, Sher- 
man, Sumner, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 
Willey, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wilson of Missouri 
—25. 

NAYS — Messrs. Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Harris, 
Howe, King, McDougall, Nesmith, Rice, and Ten Lyck— 
10. 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment that I think will meet the universal appro- 
bation of the Senate. It is to insert at the end of 
the first section the following proviso: 

Ind provided further, That fiom those officers and sok 
diers who shall be mustered out of service under this act 
the United States shall receive their uniforms, arms, and 


| equipments, and allow to the said officers and soldiers, 


respectively, pay tor the same at their original cost. 

I offer this amendment because many gentlemen 
have gone into the service and been at large ex- 
pense in raising their companies and regiments; 
and now, if they are to be mustered out with uni- 
forms and equipments upon their hands bought 
at their own expense, it willentail heavy expense 
upon them. I think it but just that the Govern- 
ment should reimburse these expenses. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Government fur- 
nishes the soldiers. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Then, we can except the 


|| soldiers, and apply the provision only to the 


officers. 

Mr. DIXON. I suggest to the Senator from 
Wisconsin whether it would not be better to pay 
for the unifornis without requiring them to be 
returned. It is very questionable whether they 
will be able toreturn them. The ideais to refund 
the money which they have been compelled to 
expend, and it seems to me it ought to be refunded 
without requiring the uniforms to be returned to 
the Government. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Iam willing to put the 
proposition in any form in which justice can be 


| done to these men. They have been invited by 


the Government to enlist. Many of them have 
been at great expense; some have expended three 
hundred or four hundred or five hundred dollars 
in raising companies. Now, when itis proposed 
to muster them out of service without giving them 
a chance to do any service, I think it is but just 
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in some mode to refund their expenses. I will 
accept any proposition that the Senator from Con. 
necticut desires to move on that subject that wil! 
reach the same result. , 

Mr. DIXON. Let it read ia this way: « ther. 
shall be refunded to such officers as furnished their 
own uniforms the amount thus expended, when 
they may be mustered out of service.” 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I rise simply to inquire 
whether the soldiers are not uniformed at the ex- 
pense of the Government. The officers, I under- 
stand, furnish their own uniform; but the Goy, 
ment furnishes everything to the soldiers. 

Mr. RICE. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Wis. 
consin ought to strike out of his amendment every. 
thing in relation to soldiers. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. How about arms ang 
equipments? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the Government. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Very well; I have no ob- 
jection to striking out the soldiers. | was under 
the impression thatthe soldier hada certain amount 
deducted from his wages for the purpose of fur- 
nishing these articles, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Notatall. Arms, equip- 
ments, and everything else are furnished to the 
soldier. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I take it 
that the officers who have been engaged in raising 
these regiments will receive compensation for their 
time and services, and that, I think, will pay their 
expenses. We furnish certainly arms and equip- 
ments and uniforms for the soldiers. We shall, 
of course, take back their arms; but as to their 
uniforms, | suppose the Government will have to 
lose them. They have rendered no real service, 
and yet they will have received pay and uniforms. 
1 suppose the Government will lose the uniforms. 
They are soon worn out, at any rate. I doubt 
very much the expediency of adopting this amend- 
ment, and it seems to me, as is suggested by the 
Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Grimes,] that it puts 
the Government in the old-clothes bftsiness. | 
think we had better not adopt it. 1 think thé 
Government willsettle properly with all these men, 
and dismiss them in a way that will be satisfac- 
tory to them. I do not think the Government 
will do injustice to any of these men. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not think the Government 
will do injustice to these men, unless it is com- 
pelled to do so; but if we frame Jaws to guide the 
action of the Government, which compel it to do 
injustice, I do not see how it is going to avoid 
doing it; it will be excusable if it does it. Iam 
informed, by very credible military authority 
about here, that the cost of the uniforms is di 
ducted from the pay of the soldiers. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Gov- 
ernment allows so mucha month for clothing, 
$3 501 think it is now, to each soldier, making 
torty-two dollars a year. 

Mr. HOWE. In addition to their pay; and 
whatever clothing they get from the Government 
is deducted from their pay. 

Mr. GRIMES. Not the original clothing. 

Mr. HOWE. If they draw over the amount 
allowed for clothing it is deducted from their pay, 
I take it. Now here are a great many regiments 
which have been mustered into the service of the 
United States, and you propose by this bill to 
muster them out. I know, as to some of them, 
that they have never received a dolfar of pay. | 
know regiments encamped for four months th Mt 
have never seen a paymaster yet. I do not think 
it would be right to muster them out now and 
make them pay for their uniforms. I know of! 
officers, commissioned and equipped, uniformed 


rn- 


They are furnished by 


/ and mounted, who have incurred an expense 0! 


$800, and have never received a dollar of the Gov- 
ernment money, who will be mustered out of ser- 


| vice under this bill. It is something of a burden 


impose on young men. I think the Govern- 
ment can stand it better than they can, and I think 
itis but fair that the Government should do tt. 
It is the fault of the Government that they were 
mustered in when they were not needed. I hope 
this amendment or something like it will be 
adopted, if this bill is to pass. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move to amend the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Doo- 


LITTLE] by adding, ‘* whenever in the opinion of 
the Secretary of War it may be deemed equita- 
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